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This resource pack has been created to support teachers in telling the story of the Empire Windrush and 

the Windrush Generation. The pack includes information on the Windrush, an exhibition held at Bruce Castle 

in 2019 and activities, resources, and links to online videos to help create engaging sessions for your class. 

This pack is suitable for KS2 and KS3 pupils 

National Curriculum Links

• KS2 KS3 History: Understanding historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, 
similarity, difference, and significance.

•

• KS2 English/Literacy: Taking part in discussion in order to learn; ability to elaborate and clearly explain their 
understanding and ideas. Using records and analysing both written and spoken word. 

• KS3 History: Challenges for Britain, Europe, and the wider world 1901 to the present day, social changes in post-war 
Britain; a study of an aspect of social history, such as the impact through time of the migration of people to, from and 
within the British Isles

• KS3 Citizenship: The precious liberties enjoyed by the citizens of the United Kingdom

Please note teachers should view and select the resources to ensure suitability for their children and to ensure it 
is appropriate for the Key Stage. Video links will take you to videos hosted on external platforms such as YouTube 
and Vimeo and children should be supervised whilst viewing resources online. 

About the Education Pack
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Introduction

HMT Empire Windrush docked at Tilbury in Essex on 21 June 1948. The following day, 492 British subjects 
from the Caribbean were among the 1027 passengers who alighted to start new lives in Britain. 

In 1948 Britain was rebuilding after the end of the Second World War and many men and women from the 
Caribbean had served in the British armed forces. The British government offered employment and the chance 
to live in the UK to many Caribbean countries who were still under British rule. 

HMS Empire Windrush was travelling from Australia to England via the Atlantic and docked in Kingston, 
Jamaica, to pick up service men and women who were on leave. It was far from full, and an advertisement was 

With the promise of prosperity and employment, the Windrush passengers brought with them to the UK a wide 
range of trades and skills. 

In 1948, the British Nationality Act granted the status of British Subject to citizens of the UK and the 
Commonwealth. 

The 'Windrush Generation' referred to today are the people who emigrated from the Caribbean to Britain 
between the arrival of the Empire Windrush in 1948 and the passing of the 1971 Immigration Act, which ended 
large scale immigration from the Commonwealth.
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Source: BBC 

Where did the passengers 

The Empire Windrush arrived in the UK in 
June 1948. 

The ship left on 20 May 1948 and arrived in 
the UK on 21 June 1948. The passengers 
left the ship the next day on 22 June. It took 
a month to make the journey. 

Task: Discuss what it might have been 
like to travel onboard the ship?

Was anyone in your class born in 
another country, or has family 

members who have moved to the UK? 

How did they travel to the UK? 

You could show the video on the SS Empire Windrush 
arrival in the UK (2.49 minutes) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9F6lsLRdZ-o&t=46s
(This file can also be found on the Video Resources page)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9F6lsLRdZ-o&t=46s
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There were 1027 passengers on board the Empire Windrush, 492 who were British subjects from the 
Caribbean (and 2 stowaways). The large majority of the passengers were male.

Men Women Children (under 12)

684 257 86

Task: Imagine you are moving to a new country, what things would you take with 
you on a long trip? How would you feel? 

You could use the activity sheet A Long Journey (Suitcase activity) on Page 21 
to plan what you will pack for your journey. 
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Many of the people on board the Empire Windrush came to the UK for work. After the Second World 

War the British Government had offered work to help fill the labour shortages. There was a particular
need for workers in the newly formed National Health Service (NHS). 

The occupations of the passengers showcased a varied range of skills that people were bringing to the 
UK. The most common job was a Housing Domestic (a housewife or cleaner) listed by 172 people.

The table below shows the top 8 jobs listed by the passengers. 

Task: There were lots of other 
jobs listed. Can the class think 
of other jobs the passengers 

may have listed? 

You can view all the jobs by 
searching the passenger list on 

https://www.gold.ac.uk/windrush/
passenger-list/

Job Listed Number Listed 

Household Domestic 172

Mechanic 85

Student 64

Carpenter 54

Clerk 39

Tailor 34

Engineer 23

Welder 23

https://www.gold.ac.uk/windrush/passenger-list/
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London was the most popular destination with 296 passengers recording this as their new 
address. The graph below shows the top 5 places that were listed. 

Task: Why do you think that a large 
number of passengers wanted to stay 
in London? 

You can explore some of the other destinations listed by searching 

https://www.gold.ac.uk/windrush/passenger-list/

Most of the passengers had come to work in the UK 
and the capital city London would have seemed like a 
good option for finding work. Many got jobs with the 
emerging NHS and London Transport. 

https://www.gold.ac.uk/windrush/passenger-list/
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Since 2018 Windrush Day has 
been celebrated all over the 
country with events, 
exhibitions, talks and 
performances. Why not try 
finding out more about 
Windrush Day and events 
locally or online. 
www.haringey.gov.uk/windrush
has all the listings for Haringey. 

Windrush Day

In June 2018 the British 
Government introduced 
Windrush Day on the 70th

anniversary of the HMS Empire 
Windrush arriving in the UK. 
Each year Windrush Day will 
take place on 22nd June to 
celebrate the contribution of 
the Windrush Generation and 
their descendants. 

The image shows an event at Bruce Castle held in 2019. Copyright Bruce Castle Museum and Archive

http://www.haringey.gov.uk/windrush
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Windrush Legends and Legacy Exhibition 2019

An exhibition held at Bruce Castle Museum in 2019, tells the stories of the 
commitment and contribution to democracy, education, business, culture and 

Castle Museum and Archive collections, follow the timeline celebrating the 

Windrush Generation and their descendants in the community from 1945 2008. 

Explore the Legends and Legacy Exhibition. You can download the panels here
Can you discover more about some of the people from the Windrush 
Generation who lived and worked in Haringey?

See if you can find the answers to the following questions in the exhibition? 

1. Who visited Oliver Tambo at his home in Muswell Hill? 
2. What year did New Beacon Books open in Stroud Green? 
3.

councillor in 1968?
4. In what year was Bernie Grant elected a councillor for Bruce Grove Ward?

https://www.haringey.gov.uk/libraries-sport-and-leisure/culture/national-windrush-day/windrush-resources


12 Windrush Education Pack

Windrush 
Legends & Legacy 

Exhibition 2019

Explore the response to the 
exhibition by Alex Pascall 
OBE. Alex is a renowned 
broadcaster and 
campaigner who arrived 
from Grenada in the 1950s 
and has been living in 
Haringey ever since.

• How did Alex feel about 
coming to the UK? 

• How did Alex describe 
the UK? 

• What is the message of 
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Video Resources - 1

There are lots of videos online about the voyage of the Empire Windrush, its historical background 
and the impact on people from the Caribbean and their new lives in Britain. 

Below are some links and information on videos which will give useful information on the Windrush 
and the Windrush Generation. 

Please note these links will open in other applications. 

Videos on the Empire Windrush and the journey to the UK

The SS Empire Windrush (2.49 minutes)
This video provides a brief description of the arrival of the Empire Windrush and why the passengers travelled to the UK.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9F6lsLRdZ-o&t=46s

Empire Windrush (2.00 minutes)
A brief description of the Empire Windrush, why people came to the UK and how they found life in the UK. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av-embeds/43808007/vpid/p065w53b

Arriving in the UK (2.29 minutes)
A description of the Empire Windrush, why people came to the UK and how they found life in the UK, including looking 
for work and living in the UK. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av-embeds/43782241/vpid/p064k462

Windrush Generation meets Newsround Generation (2.47 minutes)
A video showing the younger generation interviewing their grandparents about the Windrush. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/44517662

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9F6lsLRdZ-o&t=46s
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av-embeds/43808007/vpid/p065w53b
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av-embeds/43782241/vpid/p064k462
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/44517662
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Video Resources 2
Suitable for KS2 and KS3

London Is the Place for Me Lord Kitchener (2.43 minutes)
-known 

Empire Windrush on the first Video Resources page). It was not until 1951 that Lord Kitchener 
recorded the song which you can listen to in full at the following link. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGt21q1AjuI

You can view the lyrics of the song here

Activity: Play the song to the class

You could ask the class

- What is Lord Kitchener singing about? 
- How does he describe London? 
- How does the song make them feel? 
- Do they think the song is positive or negative? 

Activity: Can the class make their own song about the Windrush. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGt21q1AjuI
https://genius.com/Lord-kitchener-london-is-the-place-for-me-annotated
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Video Resources 2
Suitable for KS2 and KS3

Windrush Child John Agard (3.53 minutes)
John Agard wrote the poem Windrush Child after meeting one of the youngest passengers 
abroad the Empire Windrush. You can watch John reading his poem here 
https://vimeo.com/34658318

Activity: Listen to John reading his poem. You can find the words here

- What do you think the poem is about? 
- How does it make you feel? 
- What words would you use to describe the poem? 
- How did John describe the journey? 
- How many times does John mention the Windrush Child? 

try writing your own poem about the Windrush.

https://vimeo.com/34658318
https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poems/windrush-child
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Creative Activities
Suitable for KS2

The following pages contain a number of make and do activities to print and complete with your class.

Make your own dominoes game
Dominoes is a tile based game played with gaming pieces, commonly known as dominoes. The earliest mention of dominoes is from
the 13th Century in the Song Dynasty in China. Today various forms of the game are played all over the world. In the Caribbean Islands 
dominoes (or as it is known in some areas; bones or partner) is one of the most popular games.

Print out the game, cut out and have a go at playing in teams.

A Postcard Home Write your own postcard to home. 
Passengers on the Empire Windrush travelled a long way to get to the UK and left their home and their families behind them. When the Windrush Generation 
arrived, there were no mobile phones or email and not many people had a phone in their house or accommodation. How would you stay in touch with your family? 

Print out the postcard activity. imagine you have made a long journey from home and write a postcard to someone at home or to someone who does not live near 
you. Think about where you are and how long it has been since you last saw them. What is the most important thing you want to tell them?

Althea McNish Printing Craft
Althea McNish was a textile designer from Trinidad. She came to the UK in the 1950s and went on to become a world-renowned textile designer. Her 
designs were featured in magazines including Vogue and were used to make fabrics for Liberty and Heal's. Althea's designs were often inspired by her 
Caribbean roots and featured bold and bright colours and patterns. 

Use the activity sheet to create your own printed designs.

Golden Harvest by Althea McNish. 
Copyright of Bruce Castle Museum. 

A Long Journey Suitcase Activity
Imagine you are going on a long journey to a new place. What things would you take with you from home? 

Windrush Quiz
After exploring the arrival of the Empire Windrush and the Windrush Generation see if you can complete the Windrush Quiz?
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Make 
your own 
Dominoes 
Game

Print the tiles onto 
card and carefully 
cut out young 
children will need 
an adult to help 
with this.

Follow the 
instructions on the 
next page to play 
your game of 
dominoes.
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How to Play Dominoes...

Play the game with 2-4 players in pairs. (It can be played with more but you will have to double 
up into teams). 

1.Print the tiles from the previous page and cut them out
2. Place the tiles face down on the table 
3. Each player draws 7 tiles to begin. Set the tiles up on their side facing you so your opponents 
can't see your tiles
4. Leave the remaining tiles to one side, face down
5. The player with the double six begins the game and play moves anticlockwise with each turn
6. The next player has to put down a tile that matches either of the numbers on the tile on the table
7. Tiles are placed short end to short end unless it's a double number 
8. If a player cannot go they must skip a turn and pick up a tile
9. The team whose player lays all of their tiles first wins. If no team can play a tile, the team with 
the tiles with the least amount of dots wins the hand and scores 1 point
10. To win the game, you must win six times in a row to get a score of 6-0. If the other team 
wins a hand the score goes back to 0-0

Tip: (Blank tiles are just like blanks tiles in scrabble - they can be any number you want!)

Make your own Dominoes Game
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Althea McNish Printing Craft

Althea McNish was a textile designer from Trinidad. She came to the UK in the 1950s and went on to become a world renowned textile 
designer. Her designs were featured in magazines including Vogue and were used to make fabrics for Liberty and Heal's. Althea's designs 
were often inspired by her Caribbean roots and featured bold and bright colours and patterns.

Why not try creating your own printed designs. You can do this on paper or try it on fabric.

• Pencils
• Poster or fabric paints
• Paper or fabric
• Paintbrushes
• Paper plate or paint palette
• Sponges/stamps or potatoes
• Knife or scissors 
• Apron

Caution: Adult assistance and 
supervision will be required 
when completing this craft! 

Tip: If using fabric paint follow 
instructions on the bottle for 
how to use and wash fabric 
and protect clothes by 
wearing an apron. 

Choose your pattern or design. What shapes, patterns, 
images inspire you? You could do a repeating pattern or 
place your design randomly. Start by preparing your 
paper or fabric by placing it on a flat surface. 

Tip: Start with a simple design, such as lines or 
circles and plan it out on paper first before you start 
printing. 

Take your sponge or potato and cut it into the 
stamp size of your choice. Ask an adult to help 
you cut out your pattern or design to make your 
stamp.

Tip: You can draw your pattern in pencil first to 
follow the lines. Make sure an adult helps you 
when cutting.

Once you are happy with your design choose your paint 
colours and pour small amounts of paint onto a paper plate 
or palette. Carefully dip your stamp into the paint or use a 
paintbrush to apply your paint, making sure your stamp is 
evenly covered. Line up your stamp and carefully press it 
onto your fabric or paper applying light pressure. 

Tip: Make sure you don't have too much paint on your 
stamp.

Continue to stamp your design onto your 
paper/fabric until you have completed your 
pattern or design. Once confident, try 
making other stamps with different shapes 
and patterns.

Tip: If you are using multiple stamps and 
colours use paper towels to wipe off any 
excess paint to avoid mixing colours. 
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A Long Journey - Pack a Suitcase

Imagine you're going on a long journey to a new place. What things would you take with you from home? 

Draw some 
of the things 
you might 
take with you 
in the 
suitcase.
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Windrush Quiz - Questions
See if you can answer all the questions in our Windrush Quiz? 

1. Which year did the Empire Windrush arrive in Britain?

2. Where in Britain did the Empire Windrush dock?

3. Where had the Empire Windrush come from?

4. How long (in feet) was the Empire Windrush?

5. What date is National Windrush Day held each year?

6. Which world-renowned Haringey resident and textile designer was part of the Windrush Generation?

7. Which famous annual event was founded by members of the Windrush Generation?

8. Which member of the House of Lords travelled to the UK from the Caribbean as a young girl and 

9. Why did people travel from their homes in the Caribbean to Britain?

10. How much did it cost to travel abroad the Empire Windrush?

11. Passengers onboard the Windrush were asked to provide their last country of residence. 

Which country was listed the most? 

12. How many passengers were on board the Empire Windrush?
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Windrush Quiz Answers

1. Which year did the Empire Windrush arrive in Britain? 1948

2. Where in Britain did the Empire Windrush dock? Port of Tilbury, Essex

3. Where had the Empire Windrush come from? Jamaica

4. How long (in feet) was the Empire Windrush? 500ft

5. What date is National Windrush Day held each year? 22nd June

6. Which renowned Haringey resident and textile designer was part of the Windrush Generation? Althea McNish

7. Which famous annual event was founded by members of the Windrush Generation? Notting Hill Carnival

8. Which member of the House of Lords travelled to the UK from the Caribbean as a young girl and 

Floella Benjamin

9. Why did people travel from their homes in the Caribbean to Britain? For work The British Government invited 

them to Britain after the end of the SWW to help address labour shortages

10. How much did it cost to travel abroad the Empire Windrush? £28 (about £1000 today)

11. Passengers onboard the Windrush were asked to provide their last country of residence. Which country was listed 

the most? Jamaica - 539 passengers listed Jamacia as their previous residence

12. How many passengers were on board the Empire Windrush? 1,027
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Vocabulary List

- Citizenship: The state of being a member of a particular country and having right because of it. (Cambridge Dictionary)

- Commonwealth: An international association - such as the British Commonwealth consisting of the UK together with states that 
were previously part of the British Empire, and dependencies. (Oxford English Dictionary)

- Ethnicity: A particular race of people, or the fact of being from a particular race of people (Cambridge Dictionary)

- Generation: All of the people born and living at about the same time, regarded collectively. (Oxford English Dictionary)

- Integration: The action or process of successfully joining or mixing with a different group of people. (Cambridge Dictionary)

- Immigrant: A person who has come to a different country in order to live there permanently (Cambridge Dictionary)

- Immigration: The coming of people into a country in order to live and work there. (Collins Dictionary)

- Migrant: A person that travels to a different country or place, often in order to find work (Cambridge Dictionary)

- Mother Country: The country where you were born or that you feel is your original home (Cambridge Dictionary)

- Nation: a large body of people united by common descent, history, culture, or language, inhabiting a particular country or territory. 
(Oxford English Dictionary)

- Nationality: The official right to belong to a particular country (Cambridge Dictionary)

- Naturalisation: The act of making someone a legal citizen of a country that they were not born in (Cambridge Dictionary) 

- Voyage: A long journey involving travel by sea or in space. (Oxford English Dictionary)

- Windrush and Windrush Generation: People who came to settle in the UK from the Caribbean countries between 1948 and 1971. 


