Ducketts Common Master Plan design October 09
Research methods
Haringey Green Fair – stall (spoke to over 50 people)
North Haringey School Fair – stall (spoke to over 20 people)
Make a Change Day – Have a Go – participants were surveyed about sports provision (60 surveys)

Police Designing our Crime Officer – Walk around

Asian Action Group – Walk around

Ladder Safety Partnership Meeting – focus group (involved representatives from 12 community groups)
North Haringey Primary School – Assembly and vote on play equipment by 
Residents questionnaire by door and online – 1200 went out 195 returned
Local community groups contacted but did not get involved

· Greek Cypriot Women’s Organisation

· Turkish Cypriot Community Association
· Turkish Cypriot Women’s Project
· Turnpike Lane CAB

· Residents Association at Milton Road Estate

· London Islamic Cultural Centre

General points
· Most people answering the survey used Ducketts Common

· 45% of those that didn’t said it was because they didn’t feel safe
· The main reason for using the common was to get somewhere else (87%)
Current quality (scored from v. good, good, average, poor, v. poor)
	Basketball courts
	Very good to average

	Entrances and pathways
	Good to poor

	Children’s play areas
	Good to average

	Cleanliness, anti-social behaviour, seating:, maintenance, signage, litter/dog bins, and trees/flowers/shrubs  
	Average to poor

	Overall the park’s facilities were rated 
	Average to poor


High number of comments on:

· Safety (perceived and actual) Larges groups, drink and drugs, fighting, muggings, fighting dogs etc

E.g. “The problem with Ducketts is anti social behaviour. My daughter is pushed of equipment by unsupervised children or intimidated by young adults (sometimes drunk). This summer the space was taken over by drunks - with fights and rowdy behaviour. Young adults are also hanging out in the picnic area next to park. To be honest I have given up using the space. It feels dangerous and unsafe for young children unless anti social behaviour is tackled properly nothing you will do will improve the space.”
· Overall maintenance – comments that plans should incorporate the formation of a local crew to continue taking care of the Common
· Poor lighting – increases feeling of area being unsafe

· Cleanliness - people urinating, litter and pigeons – concerns that  a new and improved common would not be maintained 
· Large dogs and dog fouling, especially in the play and picnic area 

· Lack of women and elderly people using the Common –dominated by men

· Need for area to stay as open and green as possible, visibility is important 

· Potential for Common to be used for more positive events like farmers markets, festivals etc – not funfairs
· There is little pride in the Common – seen as bleak/boring/lacking identity/mainly used as a cut through 

· Improvements are very welcome and long overdue

· Play area and sports provision are key for attracting the right people 

· Toilets and a café (though these are not within the scope of this project)

Feedback on the design by areas:
Specific ideas in each area are in italics
1 Focal social area
Public plaza, ornamental planting, public art piece
· Public plaza was very popular and would include seating, including picnic benches, permanent concrete games like chess/table tennis and an attractive paving area.
· Ornamental planting was key but it must be low level and well maintained – respondents very wary of planting becoming a mess and attracting ASB and littering.
· Overall less support for a public art piece to bring the space together, though specific comments that a big piece of art would give the common some much needed identity. It could possibly include the rules of the Common.
· Good lighting is crucial - low level so people can easily see though the space at night.
· Need to locate benches well – possibly a designated seating area and away from key paths so less intimidating. To reduce large groups from sitting drinking all day benches could face slightly away from each other and have arm rests.
· Realign second path along Willoughby Road to create pathways which cross this space.
2 Gateway to common
Open railings, main entrance feature
· The main entrance feature was thought to be very important – it would relieve problems with overcrowding at the bus stop and improved lighting would encourage people in. The benches, phone box and recycling bins need to be looked at in this area. People like the current ‘Ducketts Common’ archway but thought this whole end could be made attractive, open and welcoming with an ‘information point’ with local updates.
· Opening the railings at this end was controversial. Some kind of barrier to stop children running onto the road is needed.
· Cycle racks would be popular (these have been paid for by LBoH – please show position you think would work on the plan – they can be in different locations around the common)
· Lighting is key in this area – it needs to be low level and warm to make the area welcoming. 
Both the above in incorporate LED ground lighting along pathways

3 Recreation and sports area

Refurbish basketball courts, turn one court into football/other sport, outdoor gym equipment
· Residents were most keen to see the basketball courts refurbished – many people commented on their popularity and felt encouraging sports will discourage undesirables. They need to be resurfaced with all-weather surfacing, the fencing replaced and new disabled friendly access points created.
· The original idea of turning one court into a football pitch was rejected. People would like to see the courts marked out as multisport (can this incorporate tennis nets?) but would still largely be used for basketball.

· The outdoor gym was popular and should be included in the plans. Within this an area of hard-standing for dance/tai chi
4 Integrated play and picnic area
Natural play objects, merge play and picnic areas
· The play area emerged as a key area to be developed.
· Natural play rated highly and many residents asked for the existing play area to be opened up to create one, large fenced. There is a need for more room between equipment, and parents would like to see the traditional and natural areas merged.
· Parents also commented on the need for additional seating near the play area for parents and carers.

· Pupils at North Haringey school were keen on ‘fallen tree’ climbing frames, boulders and a trim trail.
· Because of large dogs people wanted to see the area to be fully fenced and dog free.
· There is demand for more equipment aimed at younger children.
· Sensory planting, a grassed amphitheatre area and more seating were suggested around the play area.
5 Open common
New paths, native plants and fruit trees, new entrance
· Residents were keen to keep this end open with biodiversity being a priority. Native trees, shrubs, bulbs and wild flowers were well-liked with edge areas being left un-mown.

· There was general support for the new formal entrances from Frobisher Road, though concerns about the pub. A path network/running track (with markings) around this end was very popular (though dependent on the status of the Common)
· If an Astroturf pitch is not included at the other end a marked football pitch here would be well used, though must be maintained. 
6 Green Gate Common 
Central area, overflow bus stop
· Residents were keen on both the area behind the bus stop being formalised and a path network with seating being included.  
· Fruit trees should be planted here (there is funding for this available from the London Orchard Project). 

· There was some concern over whether the bus stop overflow might encourage anti-social behaviour. 

· Mounds were not thought to be a good idea.
· Reducing the canopy of the trees here will improve sight lines.
7 General access and circulation
Hedgerows, new entrances
· An increase in entrances was popular.
· Although the idea to replace areas of railings with hedgerows was well liked there were strong concerns about the safety of children/dogs, visibility and litter. If they are to be included residents would like to see them planted around the existing railings, be no higher than 1m, fairly thin and well maintained. 

· The railings were thought to be in a poor state and should be improved.
· A jogging circuit with markings around the whole space was proposed.

· Double lampposts (with a low level light inside the Common) would work well
· Safe zones were suggested whereby key routes are well lit and without possible barriers like benches  
· Area where people can hide must be designed out particularly the black container

9 General improvements

· CCTV
· London Planes need maintaining 
· More dog bins and litter bins strategically placed with better signage

