
 

 

 

 

Dear Resident   Parkland Walk: vegetation clearance works: UPDATE      April 2021 

This document, which should be viewed in conjunction with previous advice that remains published 
on the Council’s webpages and has been circulated in response to recent enquiries, has been 
prepared to provide an update to help residents understand where the Council has got to with the 
vegetation clearance works at Parkland Walk, which were due to have been completed before the 
end of February 2021.  
 
As a reminder, the works were split into two distinct elements, which were in line with 
recommendations set out within the site’s ecological management plan along with advice from the 
Council’s specialist consultants: 
 

• Works to cut back the vegetation from either side of the main pathway by 2m 

• Works to cut back the vegetation and trees on and within 5m of the bridges  
 
You will no doubt be aware that we had commenced the works, however we then received a 
number of enquiries from concerned members of the public about the extent of the vegetation cut-
back and indeed a group of local people campaigned against the works and called for them to be 
halted. 
 
Since then we have entered into constructive dialogue with the campaigners and the Friends of 
Parkland Walk, have listened to what they have to say, and have amended our plans accordingly; in 
particular by agreeing to temporarily pause the works and review the approach once works are 
resumed.  
 
In light of the strong feelings expressed by the local community, the Council has commissioned a 
further report with input from an ecologist, a tree and soils specialist and a specialist bridge engineer 
to look on a bridge by bridge and tree by tree basis at the remaining works in terms of whether any 
of the remaining trees can be retained, or whether in doing so it would undermine the objectives of 
the project, ie to ensure the bridges are fit for purpose for the next generation. 
 
We have also confirmed with the campaigners and the Friends that whereas the majority of the 
works can be paused whilst we carry out these additional surveys and investigations, there are 
certain time-critical and urgent health and safety works that cannot be delayed and must continue 
now.  
 
These works, as set out below, are programmed to take place from mid-week of week commencing 
12 April 2021 and will only last two or three days.  

• Removal of stumps that are presenting tripping hazards along the length of the Walk (which 
should be removed asap for H&S reasons) 

• Upper Tollington Park: Vegetation/buddleia removal from the outside faces of the parapets 
(as repair works are due to commence in early May, which we can’t delay) 

• Vicarage Path: Removal of ivy from the brick pier on the Islington side and vegetation 
removal from the face and top of the Haringey-side of the abutment, including within and 



around the fenceline (as repair works are due to commence in early May, which we can’t 
delay) 

Some further descriptions of the initial uncontested works are: 
 
1: Removal of tripping hazards in main pathway (asap): 

• Throughout the length of the Walk, remove to ground level any remaining stumps that are 
currently presenting themselves as tripping hazards to people using the Walk 

• This applies only to stumps that are in or close to the constructed path along which users are 
likely to be walking   

• Only remove stumps that are presenting as trip hazards and do not contain Ecoplugs 
• Re-sprouting stumps should be retained. 
• Allow for stump grinding/hand removal where cutting to ground level is not possible and 

ensure that the end result is trip-hazard-free 

 
The above photo shows examples of tripping hazards presented by remaining stumps, which are the 
result of not only this contract but also previous vegetation cut-backs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2: Upper Tollington Park bridge: 

 
The above photo shows Buddleia and other vegetation on bridge faces and outside parapets. 
 
This work requires traffic management and needs to be completed to enable already approved 
bridge repair works to commence from early May.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2: Vicarage Path footbridge: 

 
The above photo shows the ivy growing on the Islington-side brick pier that needs to be removed.  
 

 
The above photo shows the vegetation on the Haringey-side abutment face, abutment top plus in 
and around the fenceline above the abutment that needs to be removed now.  
 
This work needs to be completed to enable approved bridge repair works to commence from early 
May.   
 
In all cases: 

• Full H&S set-up of works will be in place 

• Any works undertaken during the bird nesting season will be carried out under specific risk 
assessment for compliance with nature conservation legislation  

It is intended that once these essential works have taken place, no other works will recommence 
until such time as we have received the consultant’s report and reviewed its implications for the 
remaining works. A decision will be taken at that time on how we will approach the next steps and 
this will be communicated in a similar way as is being done with this update. 


