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Welcome to Memories on a Monday: Peace - sharing our heritage from Bruce
Castle Museum & Archive.
Following the commemorative events last week of VE Day, we turn now to
looking at some of the ways we have marked peace in our communities in
Haringey, alongside the strong heritage of the peace movement and activism in
the borough.
In July 2014, a memorial was unveiled alongside the woodland in Lordship
Recreation Ground in Tottenham. Created by local sculptor Gary March, the
sculpture shows two hands embracing a dove, the symbol of peace. Its design
and installation followed a successful a campaign initiated by Ray Swain and the
Friends of Lordship Rec to dedicate a permanent memorial to over 40 local
people who tragically lost their lives in September 1940. They died following a
direct hit by a high-explosive bomb falling on the Downhills public air raid shelter.
It was the highest death toll in Tottenham during the Second World War. (You
can see the sculpture and read more about this tragedy here and also here from
the Summerhill Road website).
Three years before, in Stroud Green, a Peace Garden was named and unveiled in
2011. It commemorates the 15 people who died, 35 people who were seriously
injured, the destruction of 12 houses and the severe damage of Holy Trinity
Church and 100 other homes in the area. The details below, can be read on the
attached PDF. The Peace Garden Board can be found in the garden, at the
junction where Stapleton Hall Road meets Granville Road, N4.

The Holocaust Memorial Garden of Remembrance at Bruce Castle Park, had an
olive tree planted, symbolising peace, in tribute to and remembrance of Roman
Halter (1927 - 2012). In 1987, another tree was planted at Tottenham Green (East
Side) to honour the memory of Olof Palme, the Swedish PM who was
assassinated in 1986. The accompanying plaque reads: ‘This part of the park is
dedicated to the memory of Olof Palme 30th January 1927 - 28th February 1986’.
There was also a space dedicated as a Peace Picnic Area at Alexandra Palace
that same year and was opened by the Mayor Cllr Andreas Mikkides, as seen in
the photograph below by Henry Jacobs.
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In July 1998, Bernie Grant MP with Dolly Kiffin attended the opening of the Peace
Garden at Broadwater Farm in Tottenham, as seen below in this photograph also
taken by Henry Jacobs.
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The Nuclear Free Zone Movement in this country was strong in the early 1980s
when up to 200 local authorities declared themselves to be ‘nuclear-free’, with
Haringey of course in that number. Here, in the photograph below, Bernie Grant
joins peace campaigner, activist and Haringey resident Bruce Kent and Haringey
councillors to raise the flag to Haringey being a Nuclear Free Zone, standing
outside the Civic Centre.
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For those of you who recall 'The Art of the Gestetner' exhibition - curated by
the art group Alt Går Bra - at Bruce Castle Museum in 2018, you would have
seen one of the ‘Spies for Peace’ pamphlets produced by two members of the
group, Nick and Ruth Walter. This group of young radicals broke the Official
Secrets Act in 1963 when they duplicated 3,000 copies on a Gestetner
machine. This clandestine printing device (The Gestetner was made in
Tottenham) was used to expose the government's secret plans to run the
country in the case of nuclear war, in response to the Cuban Missile Crisis of
1963. Their story and use of the Gestetner machine can be seen on the
'Hidden History of Britain', on catch-up here (at 42 minutes into the
programme).
Campaigning for peace and opposition to war can be traced back over several
centuries in Haringey, with the strong Quaker presence in the area, particularly
in Tottenham. For a history of the Tottenham Quakers, follow the link (via the
‘History’ tab) to this great resource here.

Before and during the Second World War, there were those locals who
associated themselves with the Quakers, but were not Quakers themselves.
One such individual was Herbert Granville Hawkes (1907 – 1998), known as
Bert. His name might be known to us today as he was a much-published local
historian and member of the Edmonton Hundred Historical Society. Growing
up and living for most of his life at 20 Linley Road, Bruce Grove, during the
Great War, Bert and his family lost his uncle in 1917 in France. Private Francis
Victor Hawkes was 33 years old and served with the 12th Battalion Middlesex
Regiment. He was the son of Elijah and Elizabeth Hawkes of 242 Philip Lane,
South Tottenham.

Herbert Granville Hawkes, c.1947.
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After the Great War, Bert went to Risley School for Boys. It is very likely he
knew fellow pupil Archie (or ‘Mac’) McClellan (who became the Director of
Libraries and Museums for Tottenham later in life). In the recently-published
biography about Archie, we learn he hated war and told his mum that he was
going to join the Youth Group at the Quakers when he left school – and he did
so, attending Quaker camps in the summer holidays. In 1924, Archie joined a
group from the youth section of the ‘No More War’ movement on a cycle ride
across Holland to meet similar groups and demonstrate their demand for a
peaceful world. You can see Archie standing in the front row with his arms
crossed here.

On leaving school too, Bert Hawkes joined up with like-minded people
interested in the peace movement, and during the 1920s and 30s went on
walking holidays known as ‘International Tramping Tours’. By 1939, things
were to change for them both. The 1939 England and Wales Register (at The
National Archive) saw Bert listed in Lancashire working on ‘electrical
engineering leaflet production’. He was designated as being on the ‘Pacifist
Service Bureau’. For Archie, he had become a librarian and had taken a job in
Chelmsford. He worked with the Ministry of Information and, although his
position was constantly reviewed, his work was considered to be essential
war work.
As the document below shows, during the Second World War Bert had
become a registered conscientious objector in Tottenham. We don’t know
much else about this period of time for Bert, but we do know he would have
been required to submit reasons and have his case heard before a military
tribunal. His pacifist beliefs and activities before the war are a simple indicator
to us of the views that he held.
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Bert was not the only local person to be described as a conscientious
objector in Tottenham. The 1939 Register also highlights others including
Louis Dore, a builders’ labourer, originally from 20 Edith Road in Tottenham,
but by the time of War was living at 66 Stamford Road, N15 with his wife
Rosina.
Being a conscientious objector (CO) meant sticking to principles, despite the
enormous pressure to join the army and facing public disapproval. It was a difficult
and brave choice that saw men shunned by their families and even attacked in
public, all for believing that war was wrong. For men like Bert and Louis, as
registered COs, it was hard. But there were those who had gone before them and
had led the way.

Here Joanna Bornat and Valerie Flessati, of the Haringey First World War Peace
Forum, profile one CO who went before - Isaac Goss, a CO from the First World
War.
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‘Born in 1881, Isaac was a tailor living at 16 Connaught Road, Stroud Green and
married with four children. He was the son of Jewish refugees originally from the
Russian Pale of Settlement. He became a Quaker in 1911 and was a
conscientious objector, supporting others who were opposed to war as they
appeared before tribunals and were imprisoned. Though arrested for
absenteeism after Hornsey Tribunal refused him absolute exemption, he never
served a sentence. During this time, he was Secretary of the London County
Council School Care Committee and involved in running boys’ clubs and summer
camps at the Peel Centre in Clerkenwell.
After 1918 he continued with youth work and also with peace activities and was
very much involved in helping Jewish refugees escape from Germany. His
commitment to peace continued into the Second World War when he was a
member of the Central Board for Conscientious Objectors. His tailoring premises,
near St Paul’s Cathedral, were destroyed in the Blitz and though he restarted in
the West End, he died in 1943 not long after. He was buried at the Quaker Burial
Ground at Jordans. His family continued his beliefs. His son, Arthur, was a
founding member of CND (Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament) and his
granddaughter, Philippa was on the first Aldermaston march in 1958.’

A near-neighbour of Isaac Goss was also a CO – as this Military Exemption Card
of 1916 (below) shows for Herbert Walker of 17 Connaught Road in Stroud
Green.
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Another well-known figure and local CO was Fred Murfin. Joanna and Valerie
continue:
‘Fred Murfin, was a printer, originally from Louth in Lincolnshire, living at 47
Summerhill Road, Tottenham. This was where he was arrested in 1916 for
refusing to join up. He had applied for exemption at Tottenham Tribunal stating
that ‘I believe in the sacredness of all human life’. He describes what happened
to him next in Prisoners of Peace. He had refused to wear uniform or carry a kit
bag. With some thirty others he was taken to France under sentence of death for
refusing to obey military orders. At the last moment this was commuted to ten

years’ penal servitude, spent with other COs, in Winchester and Maidstone
prisons. Released in 1919 he went back to Tottenham and to printing.
The Tottenham Quakers website tells of how he gave an overcoat as his
contribution to the ‘Appeal for Famine Victims in Europe’, putting a note into one
of a pocket with his address. A note came from back from ‘Willi Plaffe’ thanking
him for the warm coat and wanting to correspond so that he could learn English
which they did until the Second World War. In 1960 Will Plaffe came to England
and met Fred who had by then had retired to Cornwall, where he died in 1972.
During World War Two conscientious objectors were given, ‘more consideration’
as Fred puts it. This was largely due to the example he and around 20,000 others
who stuck to their principles about peace with dignity and commitment.’
Whatever the motivation these men had for becoming COs, they shared a
common belief; that war, with all its death and horror, was a crime and that they
would not only refuse to participate in it but would also work to make a better and
more peaceful world. With the end of the War, COs continued to worked for
peace. When conscription returned in 1939-1960, they supported a new
generation of peace activists and peace movements that followed.
For a fuller picture and more details of the many more COs who lived in Haringey,
you will need to look at the wonderful research and activities undertaken by the
Haringey First World War Peace Forum. The website shows fascinating and
hidden stories of these men from Haringey - a part of London which saw the
highest proportion of conscientious objectors in Britain between 1916 and 1918.
The individual stories of these brave men can be seen on their research pages by
following the links here – for Tottenham, for Hornsey and for Wood Green. You
can also explore these individuals on the Layers of London website here.
There are also additional resources on the website, including a link to the CO
heritage peace walk from Finsbury Park to the Salisbury Hotel on Green Lanes.

The laying of the memorial stone to the COs of the First World War was unveiled
outside the Salisbury Hotel on 15 May 2019. This commemorative stone (below)
was unveiled by local councillors as a permanent memorial to the men of the
Haringey area who said ‘No to War’.

The date 15th May is International Conscientious Objectors Day, organised each
year by the Peace Pledge Union (PPU). This year, due to the lockdown, the same
gathering at Tavistock Square cannot happen of course. Therefore, this year the
event is going to be online on Friday 15th May. To find out more, please follow the
link here.
We will end here with our thanks to Joanna Bornat and Valerie Flessati for their
invaluable contributions and support for today’s post.
Another topic tomorrow. Until then, take care and stay well
Best wishes
From us all at Bruce Castle
Deborah Hedgecock
Curator
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