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The world has changed in the last few
months, with the Covid-19 pandemic
and the Black Lives Matter movement
giving our society a real need for
reflection, review and action.
As we ease out of lockdown, I’ve been
reflecting on the past four months,
where our main focus has been how
we protect, house and shield our
residents, keep our public spaces safe, and deliver essential
services with reduced capacity.
I am pleased we managed to get our Summer Fun programme
out with activities for young people over the summer, have
re-opened ball courts and skateparks and have been gradually
re-opening Libraries.
It’s amazing to see so many small businesses back on our high
streets too. They are the lifeblood of our borough adapting
through these challenging times.
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As a council we’re adapting too, and it’s no secret that the
pandemic has had a significant impact on our finances,
and we’re continuing to call on the government to fund us
appropriately.

Follow us on
/haringeycouncil

I am really proud of the flexibility and the dedication of our
staff, and the positive way that we have worked with partners.
Haringey’s people have always been our main focus, long
before the pandemic, and we’ve been working hard to make
sure it is our residents who benefit from our Borough Plan
priorities.

@haringeycouncil
/haringey
/haringeycouncil

Subscribe to weekly Haringey
People Extra e-newsletter at:
www.haringey.gov.uk/extra

We’d already taken big steps to support residents, such as
making sure our least well-off families get a 100% Council
Tax rebate, becoming a fully accredited London Living Wage
employer, signing a Charter Against Modern Slavery, and
launching our Welcome Strategy to support migrants.

Address:
Haringey People,
Haringey Council
Communications team,
River Park House,
225 High Road,
London, N22 8HQ

We have announced that we’ve begun the delivery of 331 new
council homes, and are formalising an ethical debt collection
policy which has already resulted in a 60% reduction in the
use of enforcement agents regarding those in receipt of
benefits. Our commitment to a greener Haringey – from
decarbonisation of our pension fund to investing in our parks –
is also with the community in mind.

All Haringey residents should receive
a copy of Haringey People, delivered to
their door, six times a year. If you do not
receive a copy, please call 020 8489 2697,
or email us at vijendra.tailor@haringey.gov.uk
(including your name and address).
Haringey People is published by Haringey
Council. Reproduction in whole or in part is
strictly forbidden without the prior permission
of Haringey Council. Products and services
advertised in this publication do not necessarily
carry the endorsement of Haringey Council.

To address concerns that have been raised through the Black
Lives Matter movement, we have also just launched a street
and place naming review. A real discussion on the way in which
we memorialise historical figures is long-overdue. There’s
information in this magazine on how you can get involved.

This magazine is printed on environmentally
friendly paper.

Finally, all that is left to say is thank you. I have said repeatedly
just how inspiring the community response during the
pandemic has been. You are doing Haringey proud.
Please, take care and stay safe.
Cllr Joseph Ejiofor
Leader, Haringey Council
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Cover photo: Veolia recycling
Driver Tony Cotton

You can also read
Haringey People online.
Find past, current and
future editions at:
www.haringey.gov.uk/
haringey-peoplemagazine

If you would like to receive a
copy of Haringey People in your
own language please email your
request including the date of the
issue and language needed to:
translationandinterpreting@
haringey.gov.uk
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London’s
First FREE College

conel.ac.uk/enrol

Enrol online from 13 August
. FREE Short courses
. Vocational courses
. Apprenticeships
. Higher Education

YOU
HAVE
IT IN
YOU

Advert Hertlands

courseinfo@conel.ac.uk

020 8442 3055
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All courses
from Entry
Level to
Level 2 are

FREE
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News
Door opens to more council
homes
Seven new sites have been added to Haringey’s council housing programme, as part of
ambitious plans to deliver homes for residents across the borough.
Construction has already started on 331 council homes at
seven other sites, and these additional locations will mean
that every ward of the borough could have a site for new
social housing.

Cabinet also agreed to progress delivery schemes at four
additional sites across the borough that had already been
included in the Housing Delivery Programme.

The sites were agreed by Haringey’s Cabinet, and their
potential for development of new council homes will now be
explored in more detail.

Approval was given to appoint Cuttle Construction to
convert vacant council-owned shops into two councilrented homes at 43 Finsbury Road N22 and 27 Harvey
House N8.

The new sites are all on council-owned land in Bounds
Green, Fortis Green, Hornsey, St Ann’s, Stroud Green
and White Hart Lane, and have been identified as
potentially suitable locations to build new council homes.
Any proposals will be discussed with residents in the areas.

NFC Homes Limited has been contracted to complete
new build developments of seven council-rented homes:
four at Mount View Court N8 and three at Romney Close
N17. The homes at Mount View Court will be four-bedroom
properties, delivering vital family homes.

Meanwhile, the Roundway N17 site will be removed from
the programme in favour of utilising the land to build a
children’s home.

The council has been working hard to minimise the effects
of the pandemic on the programme. Find out more on
Haringey’s Housing Delivery Plan and timelines at haringey.
gov.uk/haringey-homes

Haringey People | August - September 2020

05

News | Haringey

COUNCIL SUPPORT
If you need support or information,
you can visit the free Haringey
Connected mobile app, which
is available in app stores, or call
Connected Communities on
020 8489 4431. This line is open
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm or visit
haringey.gov.uk/need-help
Staying active:
haringey.gov.uk/covid-19/positive
Domestic abuse help: Call the
Haringey Helpline on 0300 012
0213 or email HaringeyIDVA@
niaendingviolence.org.uk from
Monday to Friday at 10am - 5.30pm,
excluding bank holidays. If you need
advice outside of these times, ring
the 24/7 National Domestic Abuse
Helpline on 0808 2000 247.
Mental health support:
haringey.gov.uk/positive#mental

Financial support:
haringey.gov.uk/need-help#finance
Council services:
haringey.gov.uk/council-services
Looking for a job? Speak to
Haringey Works if you have been out
of employment for some time on
020 8489 2969 or 020 8489 2852.
Email works@haringey.gov.uk or
visit haringey.gov.uk/haringey-works

• Business grants COVIDsmallbusinessgrant@
haringey.gov.uk
• Business Rates - business.rates@
haringey.gov.uk
•

Commercial Property rented
from the council - commercial.
rent@haringey.gov.uk

• Business support - business@
haringey.gov.uk

Business support:

• Council tax - council.tax@
haringey.gov.uk

Please visit haringey.gov.uk/
business where there is information
on a range of support, from business
safety advice to information on staff
returning to work.

If you have a question, contact the
team on economic.regeneration@
haringey.gov.uk

If you’re experiencing any financial
difficulties regarding payments to the
council, please contact:

You can find the latest Haringey
Council updates and further help and
support on the council’s website at
haringey.gov.uk

Save time – do it online
Visit www.haringey.gov.uk:
• to make a request for something
• to pay for something
• or to report something to us

If you have a customer
service enquiry you can
tweet us:
@ContactHaringey
06

If you do not have access to the
internet and cannot go online please
call us on 020 8489 1000 for help with
council services including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Housing Benefit
Council Tax
Registrars
Parking
Housing repairs (Homes for Haringey)
Environmental services

News | Haringey

Cheers to volunteers
Voluntary and community
organisations have done an amazing
job during the pandemic.
Between April and July, our food hubs
at Alexandra Palace and Tottenham
Hotspur Stadium delivered over
20.5k food parcels to more than
3,300 households. But this operation
– supported by Edible London and
Haringey Giving – is one of many vital
projects that have made a difference.
Whether it’s businesses providing
hot meals, bikers delivering PPE,
residents setting up exercise
sessions or people brightening
up their streets with signs for key

Summer fun

workers, there continues to be a real
community response.
There was even flower power, with
the Haringey in Bloom contest
and Flowers in Your Window – a
campaign by Bowes Park and Bounds
Green residents to spread cheer
in lockdown.
We can’t possibly cover everyone
who has gone the extra mile so
far – but there’s still time for you
to nominate a Haringey Hero.
Visit haringey.gov.uk/nominatemayors-heroes before the end
of August.

The voluntary and community sector has been heavily affected by the
pandemic. In June the council agreed measures to help, including the creation
of two £250K hardship funds – one for operating costs and the other for
critical support – and assistance to support organisations to access external
funding. A previously announced three-month “rent holiday” for community
organisations based in council buildings was also extended to six months.

There’s a full programme of
activities this summer to help young
people stay active and entertained –
many of which are totally free.
The programme will look a little
different this year to ensure
activities are Covid-19 secure, but
there is still plenty to choose from,
from sports to arts and crafts.
Visit haringey.gov.uk/holidayfun

Online book of
remembrance

I’m Out

up for award
Young people in Haringey have
received recognition after a
youth violence film series they
helped create was shortlisted for
a national award.

Students from Haringey Sixth Form College worked on-screen and behind
the scenes on I’m Out, which shows the devastating consequences of getting
caught up in violence.
The films have now been shortlisted in the collaboration category for Best
Public Awareness Cause Campaign of the Purpose Awards EMEA 2020.
The films – produced in partnership with Haringey Council, Casual Films and
supported by the Met Police – are in the same category as Apprentice Nation
by RockCorps Ltd, Donate Your Words by Carat UK for Mondelez International/
Cadbury Milk and Goals Houses by Freuds.
Watch at imout.org.uk

Over the past few months the
coronavirus pandemic has affected
so many lives and its impact has
devastated families across the
country, and the world.
To honour those we have lost in
Haringey, the Mayor, Cllr Sheila
Peacock has launched a virtual
online book of remembrance.
Family, friends and carers now have
a place to pay tribute to loved ones
who were living in Haringey, with a
photo and a short, written message.
The virtual book will be
available on Haringey Council’s
website at haringey.gov.uk/
covidremembrance and it will also
be made into a hard copy, which will
be available to view at Bruce Castle
Museum.
Haringey People | August - September 2020
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Unit

Description

Size (approx. GIA) Quoting Price

Unit 1

Ground Floor

2,873 sq. ft.

£960,000 (+VAT)

Unit 2

Ground Floor

2,669 sq. ft.

Under Offer

Unit 3

First Floor

1,614 sq. ft.

£480,000 (+VAT)

Unit 4*

First Floor

3,557 sq. ft.

£915,000 (+VAT)
Rent on application

News | Haringey

Back to business
From fish stalls at markets to online
crafts, the borough’s local businesses
have been in the spotlight.
Haringey recently became the
first local authority to back Black
Pound Day – a new community-led
initiative seeking to foster economic
independence and empowerment in
the Black community.

Reviewing
our place and
street names
The Black Lives Matter movement
has been on everyone’s minds in
recent weeks and months.
Following the death of George Floyd,
the council made a statement urging
residents to “unite in our opposition to
the prejudice that has a devastating
effect on our communities”.
Peaceful protests have been held
in our borough, and we have stood
together against racism.

Throughout the day the borough
celebrated amazing Black-owned
businesses, from bakeries and food
stores to clothing shops and garages.
We also marked Independents’
Day, a celebration of local retailers,
showcasing a selection of businesses
on social media and online. You can
watch videos from both days, and
find out more about the other events
we are supporting this year – such
as Business Women’s Day, Global
Entrepreneurship Week and Small
Business Saturday – at haringey.gov.
uk/business-events
This year Haringey launched its
Business Pledge, aiming to create a
safe environment for local businesses
and their customers, recognising the
unique character of our diverse high
streets.

Our Opportunity Investment
Fund offers loans to small and
medium-sized enterprises that are
seeking to grow, while the Haringey
Entrepreneurship Development
Scheme makes available business
support, mentorship and advice to
budding entrepreneurs.

As part of this, the council has
announced a review of place, street
and building names in the borough.
If you have concerns about a name,
or if you have suggestions about
people from our borough’s rich and
diverse history that we should be
celebrating, please feed your ideas
into us at leader@haringey.gov.uk
There will be a public consultation on
the outcome of the review. We want
to thank residents who have been in
touch so far.

Moving on up
Following a round of bids for
Transport for London’s (TfL’s)
Streetspace Fund, the council is
pleased to confirm it has secured
£1,139,285 – as well as an additional
£100,000 from the Department for
Transport – to aid social distancing
and support active travel in Haringey.
Find out more about business support
at haringey.gov.uk/business

The council submitted 18 funding bids
in total as part of TfL’s Streetspace
Fund. The funding secured will help
to provide temporary measures to
support local businesses to re-open
as well as new temporary cycleways to
enable easier cycling in Haringey.
The council has also secured funding for
the ‘School Streets’ initiative, which will
make it safer to walk and cycle to school.
Find the full list of bids at: haringey.
gov.uk/haringeys-streetspaceplans
Haringey People | August - September 2020
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A message from
Dr Will Maimaris
Director for Public Health at Haringey Council
With the further easing of lockdown restrictions, it is now more important than
ever that we do not become complacent with the positive actions you have all
taken to slow the spread of the coronavirus.
During the first wave of coronavirus in March,
April and May many Haringey residents were
impacted, and over 250 people died with
coronavirus. I wish to send my condolences
to those families and friends who have lost
loved ones.

then take the “one-metre-plus” approach.
This means that members of the public can
be one metre away from each other as long
as other measures are put in place to limit
the transmission of the virus, e.g. you wear
a facemask.

Haringey has an incredibly diverse and
celebrated community that we are all proud
of and we want to protect that community.
Each of us has a responsibility to our friends,
families, and neighbours to continue to take
the necessary precautions to control the
spread of the virus, and bring back some
normality to our lives, and there are many
things that we can all continue to do.

When going out and about doing your daily
chores or going to the shops and other
places please ensure you continue to
take precautions. Please social distance,
wear facemasks, queue if asked to, only
touch what you are going to buy, try to use
contactless payments and if you are planning
to visit a restaurant, your booking (indoor
table) should only be for members of any two
households or support bubbles. It may also
take longer to do things when at shops and
other places, so it is really important that we
are patient and considerate of others.

If you can work from home you should
continue to do so, but if you do have to travel
and are using public transport, consider what
time you travel so it is not at peak times and
remember you must wear a face covering.
Our high streets and local centres have
reopened, as well as many bars, restaurants
and cafes. Haringey’s business community
are working really hard to make sure that you
can shop and enjoy your leisure time safely,
but they can’t do it alone.
Social distancing guidelines have been
amended. You should still aim to stay
two metres apart but if this is not possible

10

We all need to work together to make
Haringey’s high streets places that everyone
feels safe and secure returning to.
Shop local, shop safely in Haringey.
Together we can help prevent the spread of
coronavirus and protect our families, friends
and loved ones.
Thank you

Health

Get a test

Things to remember
to stay safe:
Maintain social
distancing

Wash your hands
regularly for at least 20
seconds or use hand
santiser when washing
your hands is not
possible

To help prevent the spread of the
virus it is important to get a test
if you have any of the following
symptoms:
•

a high temperature – this means you
feel hot to touch on your chest or
back (you do not need to measure
your temperature)

•

a new, continuous cough – this means
coughing a lot for more than an hour,
or three or more coughing episodes in
24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it
may be worse than usual)

•

a loss or change to your sense of smell
or taste – this means you've noticed
you cannot smell or taste anything, or
things smell or taste different to normal

If your test comes back positive:
Be patient with others
when out and about

Wear a face covering
when it is not possible to
social distance

If you need to get a test contact:
www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test
or dial NHS 119 if you have no
internet access.
If you are unwell and need medical advice
either with COVID symptoms or any other
medical problems, remember Haringey GP
practices are all open for business and can
be contacted by phone.
If you have to self-isolate and need help
to get food and medication, please visit
haringey.gov.uk/need-help

•

self-isolate for at least seven days from
when your symptoms started – if you
are still unwell after seven days, get
medical advice and you may need to
self-isolate for longer

•

anyone you live with must self-isolate
for 14 days from when your symptoms
started

•

share information quickly about your
recent contacts through the NHS test
and trace service to help them contact
other people who may need to selfisolate

Note: No one contacted as a result of you
testing positive for coronavirus will be
told your identity.
If you are contacted by the NHS to advise
you that you have been in close contact
with someone who has coronavirus, you
must self-isolate if the NHS test and
trace service advises you to do so.
Watch out for fraudsters. The NHS Test
and Trace service will not seek payment,
a password, social media details or have
you call a premium rate line.
Haringey People | August - September 2020
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Sign up to the

Garden Waste Service now

for weekly collections until

March 2021
Advert

Garden Waste

Subscription is £75 for a 240 litre wheeled bin or £55
for a 140 litre wheeled bin or biodegradable sacks.
Sign up at: wasteservicesportal.veolia.co.uk/HaringeyGardenWaste
Or, to contact the Veolia Contact Centre:

Call: 020 8885 7700

Email: enquiries.haringey@veolia.com

You can
now pay by
Direct Debit
online

Working in partnership
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Refuse and Recycling

It has bin lovely to see
Steering a 26-tonne vehicle around the borough on his early morning rounds, Tony
Cotton has been one of Veolia Haringey’s Recycling Service HGV drivers for the last
three and a half years.
As with all frontline key workers, 2020 has been
unlike any other year on the job.
Here, he recounts what it has been like for
him and his collection team-mates during the
coronavirus pandemic.
“The roads have been lovely and quiet! However,
as there has been more to collect, my rounds
have generally taken a little longer,” said Cotton.
“Some days are different to others, but I’ve got
a steady, regular crew and we all get along well
together and know our rounds really well, so
can keep on top of any issues or challenges that
may arise.
“We’ve just been trying to stay positive, help the
community as best we can and all get through this
period together.”
The efforts of Haringey’s waste collection team to
help and support the Haringey community during
a national emergency hasn’t gone unnoticed by
the borough’s residents. Locals have duly shown
their gratitude in various ways over recent weeks
and months.
“It’s been really nice to be honest,” said Tony, who
likes to go fishing and play golf in his spare time.

“We’ve had ‘Thank You’ notes on the bins and
when we’ve gone down some roads, we’ve
had residents come out clapping us, which has
been lovely.”
He added: “We’ve also been getting a lot less
abuse which is definitely welcome, as people have
realised that we are doing our best to keep the
borough clean and moving. People now realise
just how important we are.”

Haringey People | August - September 2020
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Bin it or
take it home.
Love your park,
do not litter.

Everything you need to know about litter in parks
www.haringey.gov.uk/bin-it-or-take-it-home
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Over the past few months, lockdown
has dramatically changed the way we
live and work. Now, more than ever,
people are reassessing their lifestyles
and seeking a more healthier work/life
balance. This may include ditching the
long commute, working closer to home,
and freeing up more time to spend with
family and friends.
The benefits of working closer to home are
financial, physical and mental. Not only do you
save on money otherwise spent on paying for
your journey, but you minimise the negative
impact of continuous, long journeys on the
body. Long commutes can, over time, lead to
high-blood pressure and other stress-related
illnesses.
Haringey Council offers a wide range of jobs for
local residents allowing you to fulfil your career
aspirations without the stress and hassle of a
long commute, allowing you to enjoy life more.
We offer jobs in admin, customer services and
parks and leisure, just to name a few.
Molly, who is a manager at the council said:
“The best thing about living in the borough is
being able to get to and from work so easily,
especially having a child who is at nursery
down the road. It’s a twenty-minute walk from
my house to Wood Green. I also feel more
connected to the area I live in because I work
for Haringey.”

Haringey is the borough that I
live in and having a job locally has
been a benefit too. I feel better
connected with what’s happening
in the council and around my area,
as I’m more aware of local news,
events and the community, and I
also have a really good knowledge
of how the council works.
Paul, Regeneration Officer
at the council

Haringey Council offers a great, supportive
working environment where you can
develop and progress in your chosen career.
Accompanying this is a generous benefits package
which includes parental leave, flexible working and
a competitive pension.
If you’re tired of the rat race and are interested in
working at the council, visit haringey.gov.uk/jobs
Haringey People | August - September 2020
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Advert
PA Housing

16

Volunteering

Charity begins in Haringey
Charity was at the forefront of the national consciousness during the COVID-19
pandemic, as the country came together like never before, donating money, food and
time to help one another through the crisis.
One of Haringey’s own charities, CARIS Haringey
based in Tottenham, was honoured with the
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service, the highest
award a voluntary group can receive in the UK.
CARIS Haringey supports families living in
temporary accommodation and unsecured
accommodation across Haringey. They provide
not only essentials such as food and clothing, but
also a range of other services crucial for helping
clients to become more self-sufficient, including
family support, outreach and legal advice services,
health and education advice, learning and play
facilities for children and English language classes.
CARIS also offers an annual Summer Playscheme,
offering children the opportunity to participate in
a wide array of fun activities ranging from sport
and music to drama and photography. Last year,
almost 300 children benefitted from the scheme.
This is made even more remarkable by the fact
that CARIS is run by a small team of only four parttime staff, supported by volunteers and sessional
workers of diverse backgrounds. Many are fluent

in some of the languages that are widely spoken in
the borough.
“Our volunteers range in age from teenagers to
retired people. Many are previous service users,
wanting to help others experiencing challenges
they themselves have faced,” said Gloria Saffrey,
Director of CARIS Haringey. “We are so grateful to
them all.”
Representatives of CARIS Haringey will receive the
Queen’s Award later this summer from a familiar
Haringey face - Sir Kenneth Olisa OBE, current
Lord Lieutenant of Greater London.

CARIS is not just an
organisation, it is a community
of support for those in need,
and our volunteers are at the
heart of it. We are extremely
delighted that CARIS’ work
has been recognised.
Haringey People | August - September 2020
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London’s
environmental
college
Animal Management
Arboriculture and Forestry
Capel Manor

Floristry and Event Styling
Garden and Landscape Design
Horticulture and Landscaping
Leatherwork
Wildlife and Agriculture

Apply now for courses starting this September

capel.ac.uk
Brooks Farm

Crystal Palace Park

Enfield

Gunnersbury Park

Mottingham

Regent’s Park

Jack Cornwell Park,
Skeltons Lane, Leyton E10 5BS

The Jubilee Stand,
Ledrington Road SE19 2BS

Bullsmoor Lane,
Enfield EN1 4RQ

Popes Lane,
Acton W3 8LQ

Mottingham Lane,
SE12 9AW

The Store Yard, Inner Circle,
Regent’s Park NW1 4NR
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Schools

Being a PAL in
a crisis
As the Pupil Attainment Leader (PAL) at Park View
School in Tottenham, it is – by his own admission – Efrem
Gebremeskel’s job to “support our students in all aspects of
their school lives.”
‘School life,’ as we once knew it at least, has
changed considerably though since the
Government implemented its national lockdown
measures in response to the coronavirus pandemic
back in March.

Black Lives Matter movement, all while learning a bit
more about these topics.”
Park View’s PAL is full of praise then for the way the
school’s pupils have shown sterling solidarity and
support in a time of need and they’ve showcased
those qualities in more ways than one too.
“As much as we have stepped in to help the
students find some normality and cope through
these precarious times, they have helped us,” said
the sporty Efrem, who lists badminton, basketball,
football, photography and reading among his
many hobbies.

“At first, it was weird to say the least,” commented
Gebremeskel after some of Park View’s pupils,
teachers and support staff had to adapt to a ‘new
normal’ way of learning and teaching some five
months ago now.
“But, it has been amazing to see how much effort
all the staff members have put in to ensure the
students feel safe, keep learning and have fun.
“Heading into school during the pandemic has
allowed me to maintain a level of normality during
this unprecedented time.
“Plus, it’s been great to see – and be a part of
– some of the creative lessons that staff have
organised during the lockdown.
“Students have designed and created COVID-19
masks in textiles; posters in support of the NHS and
other frontline heroes and displays in support of the

“Honestly, the students have been amazing to
work with and so supportive of one another. It has
allowed all of us to create a safe space away from
our quarantined lives at home.
“They created a support system among
themselves to keep tabs on each other. Seeing that
level of community spirit, and care for one another,
is a beautiful thing and really touching.”
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HALS courses for the autumn
term are now available
online and in person.
Advert
HALS

Prepare for the future by up-skilling, learning something
new or just keep connected.
HALS courses for the spring term are now available online.
Upskill, learn something new or just keep connected. You can even use your smartphone.
View all courses and register your interest at www.haringey.gov.uk/hals
(pealed corner… Term starts 20th April 2020)

View all courses and register your interest at

www.haringey.gov.uk/hals
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Education

Plugging into
online learning
Over the past several months most of us have
had to make major changes to the way we live
and work due to the coronavirus lockdown.
One area that has seen a major
overhaul is the education sector,
with many institutions quickly
adapting their teaching provision
to online to continue to support
their students.
Since the COVID-19 lockdown,
Haringey Adult Learning
Service (HALS) has changed
its teaching model to continue
to provide its short courses to
residents. Courses have been
running online since April and
have been successful with 70
courses delivered to more than
650 people.
Joyce, from Bounds Green,
decided to apply for the
Introduction to counselling
skills (Level 2) course after
stumbling across HALS in Wood
Green Library on an unrelated
visit (before lockdown).
Counselling was something
that Joyce had always desired
to do and many people had
suggested to her that she would
make a good counsellor. So, she
decided to make some enquiries
at HALS.
Joyce said: “It was something
that I always wanted to do and

it seemed like I
was in the right place at the
right time. The staff at HALS
were so helpful and supportive.
They took me through the
application process and enrolled
me right there and then.”
“The beginning of the course
was different at first as it wasn’t
designed to be studied online.
It differs from normal faceto-face courses in that we do
more work at home, studying
and preparing for the next
lesson. Studying online hasn’t
been a hurdle and everyone
is committed to it.” Joyce
commented. “It can be a positive
experience, especially for people
with children – they don’t have
to be away from their children
hours at a time.”
The class comes together
once a week with a tutor on
an online platform in a ‘room’.
During the lesson they split off
into groups of three or four into
separate rooms to work on their
classwork. They then come back
together in the main room to
finish off the class.

Joyce got to know her
classmates very well through
the experience: “We have
definitely bonded, but it’s harder
to do online as there aren’t any
‘tea breaks’. The one thing that
is missing is that you can’t go
off together.”
Joyce encourages anyone
with a burning desire to study
a new course to go ahead
and do it. She said: “If you are
apprehensive about doing
something new or different,
then this is a good introduction.
You’re in a safe space – the
comfort of your home. It’s
a relaxed environment.
If someone is harbouring a
dream, online is the way to do it.”
After realising her dreams in
lockdown, Joyce now wants
to study the next level of the
counselling course.
If you are interested in studying
online or want to check out
HALS courses, visit haringey.
gov.uk/hals
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Be part of Haringey’s future...

Join the

Haringey Together
Citizens’ Panel

For more details on how to register, please visit
www.haringey.gov.uk/citizenspanel
22

We want to hear from you about
the issues that affect you.
Be a part of our vision, help
create ideas and shape Haringey.
Your voice. Your opinion. Your Haringey.

Entertainment
Music

A familiar voice
Haringey birthed several famous
voices, from the big singing voice of
Adele to the gravelly sounds of actor
Mike Reid, who played Frank Butcher in
Eastenders. However, there’s another
that may be familiar to you, even if you
had no idea who it belonged to.
Originally from Kirckcaldy in
Scotland, award-winning voiceover
artist Blanche Anderson now lives
in Tottenham. “I love Haringey,”
she enthuses. “Downhills Park and
Lordship Rec are my favourite places
here, particularly Lordship Hub.”
Blanche’s voice is a permanent fixture
north of the border, where she is the
official station voice for BBC Radio
Scotland and also the sound of Lidl till
points. You’ll also have heard her voice
closer to home, as she has appeared
in numerous nationwide advertising
campaigns for well-known brands and
names including the NHS, NatWest
Bank, Amazon, Barclays, Shelter, Sky
and RBS.
Originally an actor, Blanche got into
voiceacting by chance. “Another more
established actor recommended I
get a voicereel to earn some extra
cash when not acting,” she recalls.

“Then the production house put me
forward for a national radio campaign
for the Scottish Government, which I
got. After that, things seemed to flow
on and on and I found I had a niche.
Things started to snowball from there."
Blanche has since moved into
filmmaking and has a YouTube channel
which hosts her comedy sketches,
many of which feature her favourite
persona, a naïve, middle-class
adventurer named Cressida.
"Filmmaking really gives you a sense of
power and autonomy to be in charge
of what you're making and is a different
sort of creative outlet compared
to solely acting in something,” said
Blanche. “In 2018 I moved more into
comedy and that's where my first
comedy character Cressida was born."
You can catch up on Cressida’s
mishaps by searching Blanche
Anderson on YouTube and Blanche’s
other work by searching for @
ScottishBlanche on Twitter, Facebook
and Instagram. She also has a podcast
called Isolation + Me, in which she
interviews a range of guests to explore
their personal experiences during the
COVID-19 outbreak.
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Transform lives
in Haringey through
fostering

Get paid up to £427
per child per week
Contact us today on 020 8489 3754 or email
fosteringrecruitment@haringey.gov.uk

www.haringey.gov.uk/foster
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Fostering

Spurred on
to foster
Now, more than ever, foster carers are desperately needed
in Haringey to provide a warm, loving and nurturing home for
children and young people in care.
Janet has been a foster carer in Haringey
for six years and currently looks after
Farouk through Tottenham Hotspur’s To
Care is To Do programme.
To Care Is To Do is designed to engage
and inspire looked-after children and care
leavers within the local community, and
sees Tottenham Hotspur Foundation
provide a range of support services to
help improve educational attainment,
increase employability, develop life skills
and promote healthy and active lifestyles.
Janet has been Farouk’s foster carer
for five years and during this time she
has seen such a positive change as he
has grown up, and with the help of the
programme, she has seen his confidence
blossom.
Janet said: “I heard about the programme
through Haringey Council. Since Farouk
has been on the programme, Spurs has
played a big part in Farouk’s development,
it has definitely helped to boost his
confidence. He even got a job at Spurs as
a steward.
“My experience of fostering through
Haringey Council has been quite good.
The support from my social worker has

been good. I haven’t felt the need to
call my social worker to tell them I can’t
cope or need help, I just get on with it, we
have built an understanding between us.
However, I know that my social worker is
always there for me.”
Janet is very proud of Farouk’s progress
with Spurs, especially after his story was
highlighted on the club’s website and
through social media. His experience
at the London Academy of Excellence
Tottenham has also been good. He is
doing well there and plans to go on to
Oxford University.
Working as a foster carer, Janet has
learnt that every child comes with their
different needs. For anyone interested in
becoming a foster carer, Janet had this
advice: “I would tell them it is a very good
experience, and they have to realise that
they need to have a good heart and to be
able to gain a child’s trust, that is the main
thing. You also need to be very supportive
and a good listener to the child.”
Janet’s story is only one out of the many
foster carers that have come through
Haringey and have signed up their foster
child to the To Care is To Do programme.

If you would like to find out more about the To Care is To Do programme, please visit the To Care is To
Do website: www.tottenhamhotspur.com/the-club/foundation/community-outreach/communitycohesion/to-care-is-to-do/
If you are interested in becoming a foster carer through Haringey, please fill out our online form at
haringey.gov.uk/become-foster-carer
Haringey People | August - September 2020
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History

Haringey’s educational heritage
This year sees the 150th anniversary
of the Elementary Education
Act of 1870. The Act, known as
Forster’s Education Act after its
sponsor, William E. Forster (18181886) the educational reformer
and MP, was a radical step towards
formal education being made
freely available to everyone for the
first time. This Act is one of many
educational firsts to have links with
Haringey.
Forster’s family had long ties with Tottenham, with
connections to educational reform going back to
1752 when Josiah Forster (1693-1763) opened a
school at Tottenham Green.
Up until 1870, formal education was available
mainly to wealthy, middle- or upper-class families.
Ragged Schools or schools run by charities
and religious institutions usually taught the
poor. Forster’s Education Act made education
compulsory for children aged between five and
twelve years and specified that schools were to be
publicly funded. It did not make all education free
or compulsory but did order, for the first time, that
a school be placed in reach of every child.
Over the centuries, Haringey has been
pivotal to educational innovation, reform and
experimentation in this country, from the
establishment of a school for ‘gentlewomen’ in
1673 by Bathsua Makin to the opening of the
radical and experimental Bruce Castle School in
1827 by Thomas Wright Hill and his sons.
In 1921, Arnold J. Lynch, Headmaster of West
Green School, adopted an experimental
educational method called the Dalton Plan,
as a reaction against the rigidity of the usual

curriculum. Students could choose their own
subjects and follow individual learning plans.
During the 1960s, in protest against ‘banding’ in
schools and the placing of West Indian children
in schools for the ‘educationally sub-normal’, the
poet, activist and educationalist John La Rose led
at the forefront of the Black Education Movement.
He founded the George Padmore Supplementary
School in 1969 in Stroud Green, teaching subjects
such as Pan-African history and culture, on top of
the state schooling. Classes were designed not
only to teach school syllabus, but also to build selfesteem and confidence of each student.
With widespread community protests and Bernie
Grant being the first MP to voice opposition,
Haringey was also central to the campaign against
Section 28 of the Local Government Act 1988,
which prohibited local authorities and schools
from 'promoting' homosexuality.
Today, with the challenges faced in children’s
access to education as one of the most
significantly impacted areas of the COVID-19
crisis, we acknowledge the 150 years since William
Forster’s Education Act 1870 and Haringey’s long
heritage of leading the way in educational reform.
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TIME TO ENROL
@HARINGEY6

FROM 20TH AUGUST 2020
ALL APPLICANTS HAVE ALLOCATED APPOINTMENT SLOTS.
For more info contact info@haringey6.ac.uk

28
www.haringey6.ac.uk

#MoreThanACollege

