Transcript of Proposed Finsbury Park 5-a-side Football Centre Development CabCam
Hi , I’m sitting in a cab in the basket ball courts in Finsbury Park, which the council of Haringey is considering turning into 5-a-side football pitch, this would be a money making venture & would take up this big patch of tarmac which has always been rather unused, could be used for better things. It’s used by lots of people casually, just to have fun, they play a bit of football here already, they play volleyball, basketball but I use it as a place to teach people how to ride bicycles. I work for several clients here, it’s a great place to meet & I’m also involved in the club for people with learning disabilities.

--
I’m a big sports fan, I play football a lot, but in this park for the area you’re planning to turn into football pitches it doesn’t make any sense. You’ve got all of the other side of the grass area on the other side of the park you can play football on the grass & if you had a choice of playing football on the grass or on the Astroturf, in this park, you would play on the grass.

--

I have a number of questions, the first one is is there a demand for 5-a-side football, if there is that’s fine, next question is why does a 5-a-side football centre if what we’re talking about here is people’s health & wellbeing require a car park and a bar as well.

--

There’s not enough detail in the plans to have a super strong opinion, other than I think the big risk is the loss of open space, this is a wonderful open space, very concerned about private contractors coming in & controlling part of that space when this is a really utilized piece of land within the borough.

--

All of the cycling groups who actually use these courts, there are others apart from ours, are very concerned that we’re going to lose this facility & we think that its very well used & we cannot see why something should be taken over for just one group, mainly young, fit & able young men. So although I’m not against the facility, the fact that everyone else is being thrown off it & no alternatives are being provided is of great concern.

--

We’re the Harwood boys, I’m Roland Harwood, this is Arley & this is Cole & this is a balloon. We’ve seen the plans & we love it, we like playing football & we’d love to play football here soon. We use the park every single day & it would be great to have a facility, this space is rather unused at the moment, what do you think boys, do you want to play football in the park? Yeah Arley do you want to play football in the park? I think the plans look really great, just reading these questions, I would like to see a new fence in the park because it’s damaged and old & it doesn’t look very good &  people climb over it. So yeah, we love the ideas, please go ahead as soon as possible.

--

I think one of the things is, it’s probably gonna be, these plans will be able to utilize the whole of the space for, according to the discussions here it’s about football, but my main worry as well is that, what happens to all that, what happens to all the displacement people & there isn’t any facility anywhere else in the park where they can go. So there is sort of a mixed feeling about it, it will be used more by one group of people, but then it might exclude others so I would like to see an accommodation for all the users, especially people with disabilities.

--

It is actually a great place to teach cycling because the place is nice and flat, so when you’re just learning, lots of room to wobble & stuff & get a feel, but also the rest of the park has hills, it’s got shared spaces for cycling and pedestrians so people can begin to mingle with traffic & other human beings and boost their confidence. It has always seemed to me that this would be a great place with a bit of storage to keep bikes secure and safe, dry from the elements. This would be a great place to keep the bikes & people without bikes can come here, get a taste & a feel & learn how to use these wonderful machines & travel London safely, securely, healthily, quietly, the kind of thing the Mayor Boris Johnson has called some kind of revolution or something & that revolution can happen right here.

--

I don’t like the plans, what I would like to see with this whole site is for it all to be dug up & made into allotments. I haven’t got the size of it to say how many but we’d make a hell of a lot allotments & Haringey Council would get an annual income from renting out the allotments.

--

What you need to make sure is that, Haringey for basketball courts, there’s certain courts that are getting neglected & the amount of number of people who use those basketball courts, we don’t know why there are being neglected. Places like tennis courts are being made & money’s going into tennis & for money not to be going into basketball, bit concerned hoping it’s not because of the image of basketball & the visual appearance of basketball but to leave that behind I think it would be disgusting & I think Haringey would be going backwards to be totally honest with you. I know you’ll do the right thing & that you’ll keep the basketball courts where they are cause its unique, everybody comes down here for that & to move it to another part of it then you might just possibly put 2 courts, the amount of numbers of people that are playing down here, it’s unbelievable. 

--

You don’t need a bar if your coming for your wellbeing of your health, you don’t really need a car either, you could come on public transport & I think it would be a very good thing to encourage people to come on public transport, that will enhance their health & wellbeing.

--

I’d like to see minimal physical change, but improving all the facilities and that kind of expenditure, not looking at these, bringing in a private controller of public land, when what we need to do is make this space more attractive for more people to use it & enjoy it & do healthy, good social activities.

--

The problem with the football pitches is that they take up all the space, doesn’t leave much space for anything else & there is a little bit of tarmac where they have down the hill a little bit, where they have BMX ramps & stuff like that, while BMX & stuff is great & I love to watch the kids to do things like that, it doesn’t help you get around does it. & it’s not really for people who are just learning. So if there was a way we could share this place with football pitches & everybody could use it, cause we don’t use it all the time but we only need a small bit of it.

--

It’s an interesting idea, I don’t think that you should move the basketball courts, I think there’s enough space to have basketball and the football. However, like my friend Tim said, much of the facilities in this park are free which is one of the lures of any public space in parks, the mere fact that you can just come & enjoy the space for free. This borough, this park falls under Haringey, Haringey already has a running track & you have to pay to get onto that, in fact you have to pay to get onto Finsbury park track. Now my understanding is, how are you going to recoup the money you spend on this tarmac, obviously you’re going to fence it off & you’re going to have to pay to use the facilities, so it doesn’t get ruined & you can then open up the park to host events, sporting events so you can recoup that money, which is fine, however you might get people coming in from other boroughs & this is a facility for the borough, I believe it comes under Haringey, so if you then turn around & say I’m going to charge the people of Haringey to use something to make money for people who don’t live in Haringey, I think that’s wrong. I also think it’s wrong, you say you’re going to move the basketball courts down to the tennis courts, because there’s enough space up here.

--

If there’s going to be 5-a-side football pitches here I think it should be much more simple, using the existing facilities rather than to have more.

--

I actually like the idea that your actually investing in the park, but if you then in turn charge the people that use the park more regularly in favour of events where you can make some money, I’m not against the park making money, in this time coming out of a recession, you’ve got to think of ways to generate income, which is fine you’ve got a nice public space, how can we utilize the space we’ve got. Which is fine, but don’t penalize the public and the regular users of the park by depriving them of some facilities that they use quite regularly.

--

I would like very much to actually see plans that include the users that are existing now and of course the future users. That’s what I really would like and would like that to be more specific with the plans or at least sharing the space. So in that respect it would get my 100% vote. I come from an organization called Peddle Power & I think that we only use the park every fortnight & sometimes more & we cater for about 40 – 45 people with disabilities, which they find very therapeutic, they find they can do something & now they’re gonna be displaced somewhere at the expense of very able young people which is not good enough to put one group of people versus another, so if that can be accommodated then you have my 100% support, thank you.

