FAQ – Finsbury Park
Q. Why is public land being sold to a commercial operator?

A. The land is not being sold, rather leased for a number of years in order for any potential investor to be sure of tenure. The 5-a-side facility would cost in excess of £2m to build and in the current economic climate the Council is unable to finance such investment independently. 
Q. I currently use the tarmac area for other activities, where will I go if the centre is built?

A. The council proposes to use funds generated from this development to refurbish the tarmac area near the skate park to provide new courts for basketball, netball, volleyball. This area can also be used as an alternative area for other activities such as cycling, remote controlled models etc.

Q. How much will it cost the Council to build?

A. The centre will be built at no cost to the council, but the council will receive a rental income which can support other activities both within the Park and potentially Borough wide.
Q. I don’t want to play football, what other activities will be available at the 5-a-side centre?

A. The pitches are designed for football, but are used across the country for kwik-cricket, hockey practice, netball and general fitness. There is the potential for a range of sports usually played on grass, to be played on the long pile artificial grass.  
Q. How much would I have to pay to use the 5-a-side centre?

A. During peak times it would cost around £5.00 per person for an hour to hire each pitch. However there will be a certain amount of community provision where access to the centre would be either free or at a discounted rate.
Q. What do you mean by ‘community provision’?

A. The proposed football centre will be available to pre-existing community groups for free or at discounted rates. This could include: youth groups; schools; charitable organisations and a range of other users which will be agreed by the commercial operator with the London Borough of Haringey.
Q. Won’t the flood lights affect the parks’ wildlife and will they be on all night? 
A. The proposed lighting will be directional lighting which will be independently switched on and off only when the pitch is in operation. The lighting will be assessed in terms of its potential impact on ecology, but has never been found to represent a harmful element to ecology. Lighting for football centres has been approved next to some of the country’s most sensitive sites and on Green Belt sites. Careful design prevents harmful spillage. Careful conditioning prevents lighting being switched on when it is not necessary. 
Q. Why does the centre need more car parking? Won’t this cause more traffic pollution to the area?
A. Parking on the site is needed to prevent spillage onto the access road and potentially out of the park. Additionally there will be a large number of bicycle racks to encourage cycling to the centre and users will also be encouraged to use public transport.
Q. Will the pavilion have a licensed bar and who can use it? 

A. The development will include a pavilion and the developer will seek a license from the Council’s licensing panel for a licensed bar. The bar will sell drinks, but not hot food. The bar will only be open to people who play at the football centre. Normal licensing restrictions would apply.
Q. Won’t late night openings attract anti-social behaviour? 

A. The football centre will employ its own security staff and will have CCTV in all areas when it is in operation. Football Centres are not plagued by anti-social behaviour and the presence of people in the park is likely to increase natural surveillance and reduce the fear of crime. 
Q. I am a female footballer, what provision will there be for me to play?

A. The centre is open to all ages and both men and women play at football centres all around the UK. The pavilion will have facilities for both sexes. Additionally in the community times the Council will work with clubs to increase female participation in football.
Q. Why cant existing facilities be refurbished instead of creating

new ones?
A. There are no existing suitable facilities which would fit this criteria in the local area
Q. If the 5-a-side centre is built, will all games of football then be restricted to the centre only?
A. No, groups can still use the grass pitches within the park, but the football centre will provide high quality all weather pitches that many groups will find more beneficial to use.

Q. What effects will this development have on the wildlife in the park and what is being done to avoid this?

A. In depth ecology reports will be performed to assess the potential impact on the wildlife. Recommendations from these reports will be used as a steer to the guide the proposed development to ensure that there will be none or very minimal impact. 
Q. My young son wants to play football, will the centre be available for him?

A.The centre will be available for groups of all ages. The type of artificial grass uses, i.e. third generation turf, is particularly designed to be more realistic but also kinder to children when they fall. The new 3G reduces the burns that were associated with old style artificial pitches. The centre can also be used for children’s football parties. 
Q. Will food be served at the 5-a-side and what effect will this have on the Park Café?

A. No food other than bar snacks will be served in the pavilion, therefore it will not have any effect on the Park Café, other than possible increase in new customers.
Q. Will the new centre and other areas in the park be covered with large marketing campaigns for private companies?

A. Some advertising on the rebound boards within the football centre itself is common, but would require advertising consent and could therefore be controlled by the Council. 
Q. The park gets very dark at night, will there be lights to and from the entrances?

A. The council does want to improve lighting within the park and may seek a contribution towards lighting as part of any planning application for a football centre. 
Q. Can the walls of the 5-a-side pitches be retracted to create a larger pitch?
A. The technology to allow this to happen has yet to be invented. Some centres remove the walls and replace them with nets, but these prove unpopular with players for smaller pitches and therefore most operators now try to avoid this method. However there maybe scope for larger 7-a-side pitches at the facility in lieu of some 5-a-side pitches. 
Q. Will there be space for spectators?

A. Most football centres do not create space for spectators as this is not a strong requirement from experience of how other centres work. There may be scope to create some space for spectators if sufficient space can be found. There is limited space around the perimeter of the pitches for access. 
Q. Will the pitches be covered when it rains?

A. No, the pitches are open air pitches.
