Finsbury Park 5-a-side football consultation: Saturday 26 June
Comment Wall Feedback
These are all the comments posted on our comments board using post-it notes. They have not been edited:
Alternative uses/alternative sites
“Let’s go green. Hackney would get a good annual income from turning this whole area into allotments”

“Plenty of brownfield sites in Haringey could be re-used rather than taking away well-used recreation spaces”

“With other football “spaces” in the area why is there now a need for this in this park – surely if people wanted to they’d already use what already exists”

Consideration of other sports and park users   
“Finsbury Park has a wide diversity of sports. Its important that these pitches don’t just cater football!! Hockey/Touch Rugby”
“No more space for football, the park is full of it…people play basketball and volleyball here, there’s no [unknown word] else!”

“There is the Sobell Sports Centre round the corner with 5 aside football – do people use the Sobell? If not why not?” 

“This is where all the kids learn to ride their bikes.”
“Five-a-side football is played by a small section of residents. (Mostly male, 20s – 30s) Doesn’t seem like fair use of space (A male, 35)  

“There are a lot of mainly men playing football all over this park – no more football in the park”

“Only football? What about all the people who use the courts for other sports? E.g. Cycling for disabled people.” 

“Keep courts. More than 100 people playing here every weekend”

“Keep the courts basketball and tennis make it open access (Free)”

Concern about charging 

“To close the space off, charge and affect other users of this space is not desirable in my view”

“Accessible free space, just gently renovate!”

“Public common space – how very important that is = Don’t privatize!!”

“Free use for local kids teams!”

“The park is for everyone! Either make it like the tennis courts (anyone can use it) or don’t do it!” 
“The space at the moment is free, open, democratic, multi-use and has a sense of freedom and easy access. It should be for all – not closed, alienating and for football only.”   

“Private take-over of our public space feels like the thin end of the wedge”

Support 
“Great idea. Really needed for the local youth. I truly hope this concept gets the go ahead” 

“I like the idea of it but I don’t want to have to be a member”

Reservations with current ideas
“Proposals are poorly designed”

“1) Use the road 2) Wedged shaped car spaces along both side of road”

“The extra cars coming into the park will be a potential congestion problem” 

“Only use a section e.g. a third of the space for 5-a-side The rest to be e.g. turned over for relaxation”

“Don’t let local clubs get the monopoly on the pitches – allow for social games”

“Cheap admission at off peak times” 
