


 

 

 

 
The Council is seeking to preserve and increase the stock of family housing in the 
Borough. Consequently, when planning permission is required, the Council will 
resist proposals which involve the loss of housing with three bedrooms or more. 
Other proposals for flat conversions or homes in multiple occupation 
(HMOs) will only be considered acceptable provided that: 

 The number of houses that have been converted to flats and / or HMOs in any 

road (including unimplemented but still valid planning 
permissions) does not exceed 10% of the total number of houses in the road. No 
two adjacent properties apart from dwellings that are separated by a road should be 
converted. 

 No significant loss of character or amenity occurs to the area as a result of 

increased traffic, noise and/or general disturbance. 

 Regard is had to the appropriate design, transportation, and internal and external 

amenity space standards policies.  

 The internal space standards required by Policy BP6 can be met for all of the 

proposed new dwelling units. 

 Adequate space is provided to store refuse and recycling ready for collection. 

 

 

 

 

1) For conversion of existing family units into self contained flats and HMOs: 
 

a. Overall the development provides a high quality form of accommodation 
b. The conversion will not be detrimental to residential character, and would not 
result in an excessive number or clustering of conversions within a locality. To 
assess concentration/clustering, the following limits would be applied: 

 must not exceed 20% of all properties along a street; and 

 only 1 out of a consecutive row of 5 units may be converted. 
c. The conversion of the property will not lead to an unacceptable level of noise and 
disturbance for occupiers and adjoining properties; 
d. The parking and refuse storage arrangements for the scheme are adequate and 
do not, by design or form, adversely affect the quality of the street scene; 
 
2) 2) For the development of Houses of multiple occupation (HMO) only: 
a. Must have communal/shared facilities



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


