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 To: LDF
 Cc: bwflordship@gmail.com; Dave; KEITH 

FLETT; Simon Hester; PAUL BURNHAM; Martin Ball; Clive Carter; 
alan.stanton; Seema Chandwani; 
zena.brabazon; Matthew Smith

 Subject: Rev Paul Nicolson response to local plan. Haringey Council fails
to 
proper regard to its public health responsibilties in the local plan

I write to object in the strongest possible terms to the proposed destruction of
Broadwater Farm 
Estate and other council estates. . 
Ignoring 
 the decision of the supreme court in Mosely v Haringey the  Council has clearly
decided to 
demolish the Broadwater Farm and other council estate
s
before you consult 
the tenants 
about it
 and 
in the face of the united opposition of the tenants associations. 
 
May I remind you what the supreme court decided. 
 
"First, that consultation must be at a time when proposals are still at a 
formative stage. 
Second, that the proposer must give sufficient reasons for any proposal to 
permit of intelligent 
consideration and response. 
Third,… that adequate time must be given for consideration and response and, 
finally, 
fourth, that the product of consultation must be conscientiously taken into 
account in finalising 
any statutory proposals.” 
 
May I also remind you that your recent consultation about council's statement of
community 
involvement is subject to a High Court challenge and calls into question the 
validity of the 2011 
SCI you are currently using. 
 
My objection is also concerned with the
;

 * lack of planning by the council for the housing of tenants at affordable
rents during 
regeneration and after it; 

 * the failure to take into account your public health responsibilities in 
the context of the 
current and 
i
ncreasing
ly
unaffordable

of rents, which creates rent arrears and take
s
an ever increasing proportion of the income needed for food, fuel, clothes, 
transport and 
other necessities. 

 * the impact of 
inevitable 
household debts on the health and wellbeing of men, women and children and of 
the 
insecurity of tenure on the education of children
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.
You will be aware that since 2009 housing benefit paid to tenants has been cut 
three different 
ways with the benefit cap, the bedroom tax and the local housing allowance; that
creates 
damaging rent arrears. Since 2011 benefit increases have been frozen at 1%.  
Since 2013 the 
incomes provided by the taxpayer, through central government, for the survival 
people with the 
lowest incomes in the borough have been taxed by the council who follow up 
inevitable arrears 
with draconian enforcement
 against around 20,000 residents a year
. The one or three month jobcenter benefit sanctions render all debts unpayable 
and impacts 
mental and physical
 health
.

But Chapter 7 
" HEALTHIER PEOPLE WITH A BETTER QUALITY OF LIFE" 
of the local plan has no mention of the impact on health an
d
wellbeing 
of inevitable 
rent or council tax arrears
. As you know rent and council tax arrears are 
enforced against the lowest incomes or sometimes no incomes at all due to a 
sanction
. There is no comment in Chapter 7 of 
 the damage to health of unaffordable rents
, council tax 
 
or of 
council induced
 insecurity of tenure. 

The persistent reduction of single adult unemployment benefits of £59.70 a week 
for  under 25s 
and £73.10 thereafter has consequences in poor maternal nutrition and low 
birthweight of which 
there is all ready to much in the London Borougn of Haringey. 

You will also be aware that life expectancy on some wards in Haringey is an 
average of 17 years 
shorter than life expectancy in Kensington and Chelsea. 

There are volumes of robust research which confirm the damage to health and 
wellbeing of 
hunger, debts, insecurity of tenure and poor maternal nutrition 
 
I am, in other words, concerned about council's  failure to have proper regard 
to its public health 
responsibilities
 in the local plan
and to take into account
 of
the impact on the health and well being of
 local 
 
men, women and children 
in the local plan in general, and at Broadwater  Farm in particular
,
of high rents, low incomes, inevitable debts
, insecurity of tenure
 and the destruction of homes and communities. 

For these reasons the council should drop its regeneration plans, put in place a
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public health 
programme that meets the human needs of residents for an adequate income and 
affordable rents 
and refurbish the council estates as requested by the residents. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

Paul Nicolson 
 
 
 
--  
Rev Paul Nicolson 
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