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It seems like an understatement
to say that the last few weeks and
months have been a challenge, for
us as individuals, as a community,
and as a country.
It has been a while since the last
Haringey People, and so much has
happened – some tough times, and
some inspiring moments as the
borough joined together to help
tackle this global pandemic.

Cover photo: Rainbow crossing at
Woodside School

By the time you read this, the situation will no doubt have
changed again, as we all work our way through the roadmap
the government set out to start easing us out of lockdown.
This plan is, of course, conditional, and we all must continue to
play our part, by behaving responsibly, following the rules on
distancing, and protecting our communities and the NHS.
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Lesley Gordon
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There will be no quick fix. But we will continue to work together
to get Haringey through.

www.haringey.gov.uk/
haringeypeople

I want to thank you all for your efforts – from staying home, to
supporting each other. A special shoutout goes to our incredible
NHS, care and key workers for their commitment, and we
remember all of those who have lost their lives to coronavirus.

Follow us on
/haringeycouncil
@haringeycouncil
/haringey

Haringey’s greatest strength is its people, and you have shown
that – and then some. More than 700 people have volunteered
to help our communities, you’ve donated food, and helped
raise thousands. If there’s someone you know who has made
a difference, there’s information in this magazine on how you
can nominate your Haringey Hero.

/haringeycouncil

Subscribe to weekly Haringey
People Extra e-newsletter at:
www.haringey.gov.uk/extra
Address:
Haringey People,
Haringey Council
Communications team,
River Park House,
225 High Road,
London, N22 8HQ

As a council, our staff have had to adapt, delivering services
from their homes, and – where necessary – out in our streets.
We have been working with partners and volunteers to deliver
thousands of emergency food parcels. Our Connected
Communities scheme continues to be there for those who
need support, and Haringey’s Reach and Connect befriending
service had 360 people apply to volunteer. Around 700
learners joined our adult learning courses, which we offered for
free, and we have been recruiting more carers.

All Haringey residents should receive
a copy of Haringey People, delivered to
their door, six times a year. If you do not
receive a copy, please call 020 8489 2697,
or email us at vijendra.tailor@haringey.gov.uk
(including your name and address).
Haringey People is published by Haringey
Council. Reproduction in whole or in part is
strictly forbidden without the prior permission
of Haringey Council. Products and services
advertised in this publication do not necessarily
carry the endorsement of Haringey Council.

From keeping our parks open and vital services running, to
supporting businesses, helping the vulnerable, and finding
emergency accommodation for those sleeping rough, we have
put measures in place that we never knew we’d need.

This magazine is printed on environmentally
friendly paper.

This pandemic isn’t over yet, and we all still have a part to play.
But I know we will get through it together.

Cllr Joseph Ejiofor
Leader, Haringey Council
You can also read
Haringey People online.
Find past, current and
future editions at:
www.haringey.gov.uk/
haringey-peoplemagazine
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If you would like to receive a
copy of Haringey People in your
own language please email your
request including the date of the
issue and language needed to:
translationandinterpreting@
haringey.gov.uk
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News | Haringey

Do you know someone making a difference in the
community during the coronavirus pandemic?
Now is your chance to nominate them for the Mayor of Haringey, Shelia Peacock’s, Haringey
Heroes Awards. You have until August to nominate someone who has helped you or
other people in the community - it could be a volunteer, a bus driver, your local GP
surgery, a family member, or someone who has gone the extra mile to brighten up a
neighbour’s day.
They may have helped with food shopping, picked up mail, walked someone’s
dog, helped to collect medicines - or just been a listening ear for someone who
needed company.
All nominees will receive a special certificate thanking them for their efforts.
A badge of honour will also be awarded to a select few, who have shown an
outstanding contribution during the outbreak.
The Mayor said:
“Throughout these unprecedented and uncertain times, we have seen
our community step up to support each other like never before. We have
never been prouder of the goodwill of our community – that’s why we
created the Haringey Heroes Awards.
“Through these awards we can recognise and thank those unsung
heroes – whose generosity and support for helping others has
shown no bounds.
“Our much-loved NHS is at the forefront of the battle against
coronavirus, but our unsung heroes are also making a difference
to people’s lives on a local level. To them, on behalf of Haringey, I
send a heartfelt thank you.”
If you don’t know the name of the person you want to nominate,
someone like a street sweeper, or shop owner, please give us as
much detail as possible and we’ll try our best to track them down
and sing their praises!

NOMINATE NOW AT

haringey.gov.uk/nominate-mayors-heroes
We are already hearing incredible stories from the community, and
we can't wait to share them with you in future editions.
04

Keeping Haringey going
Haringey residents have been generous with their time; we
have received around 700 offers of volunteering support
from the public and have 40 volunteer placements at our
food distribution hubs at Alexandra Palace and Tottenham
Hotspur Stadium. The council’s hubs have delivered
nearly 8,000 food parcels to vulnerable people and have

We have
received nearly

700
oﬀers of
volunteering
support

responded to about 7,000 requests for food, supplying
food to an average of 300 households daily.
Our staff have also adapted how they work to ensure we can
keep delivering services, from our waste teams, to business
support and customer services.

We have delivered
nearly

8,000
Over

300

5,000

households
with food
parcels a day to
people in need
of food support

people have
contacted the

Connected
Communities
helpline

If you need support or information,
visit the free Haringey Connected
mobile app, which is available in
app stores, or call Connected
Communities at 020 8489 4431.
This line is open Monday to Friday
8.30am to 6.30pm. Or visit haringey.
gov.uk/covid-19/need-help
Staying active: haringey.gov.uk/
covid-19/positive
Domestic abuse help
Call the Haringey Helpline on 0300
012 0213 or email HaringeyIDVA@
niaendingviolence.org.uk from
Monday to Friday 10am - 5.30pm,
excluding bank holidays. If you need
advice outside of these times, ring
the 24/7 National Domestic Abuse
Helpline on 0808 2000 247.

40

volunteer
placements at
Alexandra
Palace and Spurs

food parcels

We supply in excess of

COUNCIL SUPPORT

We have

Mental health support: haringey.gov.
uk/covid-19/positive#mental
Support for children and young
people: kooth.com
Financial support: haringey.gov.uk/
covid-19/need-help#finance
Council services: haringey.gov.uk/
covid-19/council-services
Looking for a job?
Speak to Haringey Works if you have
been out of employment for some
time on 020 8489 2969 or 020 8489
2852. Email works@haringey.gov.uk
or visit haringey.gov.uk/jobs-andtraining/haringey-works
There’s a range of support available
for businesses. Please visit haringey.
gov.uk and type in ‘coronavirus

Almost

2,000
shielders have
been contacted
and nearly 900
oﬀered support
from Connected
Communities

business support’ for a full list. If you’re
experiencing any financial difficulties
regarding payments to the council,
please contact:

• Business grants COVIDsmallbusinessgrant@
haringey.gov.uk
• Business Rates - business.rates@
haringey.gov.uk
• Commercial Property rented
from the council - commercial.
rent@haringey.gov.uk
• Business support - business@
haringey.gov.uk
• Council tax - council.tax@
haringey.gov.uk
If you have a question, contact the
team on economic.regeneration@
haringey.gov.uk
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Class acts
Schools across the borough have
been going the extra mile during the
pandemic, helping with foodbanks,
and even designing face masks for
medical workers. We can’t possibly
cover everything here, so if there are people you know who have made a
difference, why not nominate them for a Haringey Heroes Award, or give
them a shoutout with #IAmHaringey on Twitter?

Special
deliveries

Thank you

Volunteers from across Haringey
have been helping to pack and deliver
food parcels to residents during
the pandemic.

We want to say a massive thank you
to our amazing communities, who
have helped raise thousands through
Haringey Giving’s Covid-19 Appeal.

The council has been working with the community,
supported by Edible London and Haringey Giving.

Haringey Giving is supporting people
and organisations helping the most
vulnerable in our communities, with
more than 20 projects being funded to
a total of more than £100,000.

Edible London founder, Sunny Karagozlu, said: “So many people are
collaborating on this to make this work. Food is coming in from so many
different corners and so many different relationships. The way this operation
has scaled up and the infrastructure that Haringey Council has given us in
order to be able to do this, it’s just mind-blowing. It’s teamwork that makes
the dream work.”

Find out more and donate at
haringeygiving.org.uk

Spurs boss Jose Mourinho made his own delivery of fresh produce to the hub
at the stadium, and stars from the women’s team pitched in to volunteer.
Community groups, charities and other organisations across the borough
have been running foodbanks and helping with the response to the
pandemic too. Thank you to all of you.

Better together
Through the Haringey Together
project, support has been made
available for faith groups, and the
council has been sharing information
on staying active at home, taking
care of your mental health, and
sharing ways people can help
their community.
Residents have also been donating
to an Amazon wishlist of supplies the
distribution hubs have been short of,
such as nappies and infant milk.
The Reach and Connect service has
been offering free phone calls to
anyone who would like someone to
06

talk with or needs a friendly ear to
listen. More than 100 new volunteers
signed up to help. Find out more
at reachandconnect.net/getsupport/telephone-friendship
From mental health support to
Citizens Advice, there's there’s plenty
of information for getting through
the pandemic at haringey.gov.uk/
covid-19/haringey-together
If you are able to help in any way, or
you need support – whether that’s
food parcels or a listening ear – please
visit haringey.gov.uk/covid-19/iwant-help

Proud to Care
More than 120 new carers have
signed up in Haringey as part of the
Proud to Care programme. As part
of a recruitment drive to help during
the pandemic, people are being
encouraged to consider roles in the
care sector. Training will be provided
so that you can carry out the roles
advertised and keep yourself and
others safe. If you’re interested, visit
proudtocarelondon.org.uk

News | Haringey

Celebrating care workers
“Thank you” messages to the NHS
and care workers have been marked
on roads around the borough as
we celebrate those who have been
keeping us safe during the pandemic.
Haringey has been taking part in
the weekly Clap for Carers – and we
have taken it a step further, to show
appreciation and boost morale for
the NHS doctors, nurses, cleaners,
and other healthcare staff on the
frontline.

The markings, which were designed
and laid with the support of
contractor, Marlborough, were placed
at key locations below, to ensure that
that NHS workers and care workers
get an opportunity to see them.
•

St Ann’s Road, N15 outside the
hospital entrance

•

St Paul’s Road, N17 outside the
Olive Grove & Eden Care Home

•

Park Road, N8 outside the NHS
Health Centre

•

Bounds Green Road, outside the
Ambulance Station

Aiding social
distancing
New measures to help with social
distancing at busier points in the
borough have been introduced.
Haringey has been speaking to
businesses about challenges they
have been facing, such as “pavement
pinch-points” outside shops that have
outdoor queues in high footfall areas
and near bus stops.
As a result, pavements have been
temporarily widened with barriers at
some locations, a small number of
parking bays have been suspended
and some bus stops have been
moved slightly.
The intention is to make it safer and
easier for businesses, their customers
and Haringey’s communities to do
their essential shopping safely.
Works have taken place at more than
20 locations. For more information
visit haringey.gov.uk and type in
‘pavement pinch points’.

Blooming
marvellous
Marking VE
Day
Plans had to change, but we
still managed to mark the 75th
anniversary of VE Day and the
brave sacrifice made by our
Second World War heroes.
Mayor of Haringey, Cllr
Sheila Peacock, shared her
memories from the time as
a then-eight-year-old girl,
recalling how she was sent to live in Northampton and Lancing.
She said: “When we were told the war was over, we were so excited… We were
singing and cheering as we walked around the streets and people came out
from their houses to cheer with us because they were also delighted that the
war was now – at last – over.”
Historical photos from our archives were shared on the day.

To adhere to social distancing rules, our
annual Haringey in Bloom competition
is changing. Instead of visiting the
gardens, this year we are asking entrants
to submit photographs of their fabulous
flowers and foliage.
To enter, simply send us your name,
address, contact details including email
and phone number and return it with
two pictures of the garden by Friday 24
July 2020 to resident.involvement@
homesforharingey.org or speak to
your Community Relations Officer.
Alternatively, contact us on 020 8489
4463 to enter or for further information.
Winners will be promoted and invited
to a celebration in September (subject
to social distancing guidance).
The competition is open to all residents,
residents’ associations, schools, and
communities across the borough.
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Ward Focus

HARRINGAY
Home to a population of over
22,000 residents, Harringay
sits between New River and
Ducketts Common in the
south centre of the borough.
Harringay covers an area of
approximately 3⁄4 square
mile (2 km) and nearly a
quarter of that is green space.
This includes Finsbury Park,
Ducketts Common, and
Fairland Park.
The local shopping area is
Green Lanes, famous for its
Turkish and Kurdish bakeries,
grocers, and restaurants,
which means locals are
never short of places to eat.
The streets west of Green
Lanes are called the Haringey
ladder; aptly named because
of their resemblance to a
ladder when viewed on a map.
The area boasts some
fine period architecture
including the Grade II listed
pub, the Salisbury, which
was constructed in 1899
and has featured in the films
The Long Good Friday and
Chaplin. In addition to that,
outdoor lovers can get their
nature fix at the Grade I listed
Railway Fields Nature Reserve
where over 200 species of
wild flowers and 60 species of
birds have been recorded.

NOTABLE RESIDENTS OF HARRINGAY
Private Robert Edward
Cruickshank
Private Cruickshank was a Canadian born in
Winnipeg in 1888 and was aged three when
his family came to England. He served in
the British Army during the First World
War and was awarded the Victoria Cross
in 1918 for his valiant efforts to deliver a
message to company headquarters in
Egypt, where his platoon was based, even
though he was wounded multiple times and under heavy
sniper fire. When he was discharged from the Army, he resided
in Roseberry Gardens in Harringay and was active in local
politics and scouting. In 2018, Pvt Cruickshank was honoured
with a Victoria cross paving stone at
Tottenham War Memorial.

Marina Sirtis
Marina is a British-American actress best
known for her role as Counsellor Deanna
Troi in the Sci-fi TV show Star Trek: The
Next Generation. Marina was born in
1955 in Hackney and grew up in Harringay.
During secondary school Marina secretly went
against her parents’ wishes and auditioned for drama school.
She was subsequently accepted into the Guildhall School
of Music and Drama. Marina emigrated to the USA in 1986,
settling in Los Angeles. Since then she has gone on to appear
in more than 60 TV shows and films.

Stanley Green
Stanley Green AKA the Protein Man was
a ‘human billboard’ patrolling the streets
of central London. Stanley was born in
Harringay in 1915 and was the youngest of
four boys. In 1968 he made it his mission
to become a human billboard and spread
messages about the benefits of a lowprotein diet, which would suppress desire and
make people kinder. He went on to become a familiar face
around London. Stanley was interviewed by the Sunday Times
and one of his slogans was used in a Red or Dead fashion line.
Following his death at age 78, the Museum of London acquired
his letters, diaries, pamphlets and placards.
Image credit: Andrew Denny of grannybuttons.comSlimVirgin at
en.wikipedia / CC BY (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/1.0)

Photo: Katarzyna Sroka
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Pride

Loud and
proud
It’s Pride month and it’s looking very different
this year. Haringey Council staff and partners
had been expecting to march in the Pride in
London parade, but it was postponed due to
the coronavirus.
That won’t stop us showing our support for our
LGBTQ+ community.
You may have seen by now that we have installed two
rainbow crossings – one outside the Vue cinema in
Wood Green, and one outside Woodside High School.
The crossings were all over the news.
Woodside head Gerry Robinson said: “I am hugely
proud of our students in their successful campaign to
have the first rainbow crossing outside a school in the
UK. This rainbow crossing stands for our commitment
to championing equality, for our children’s rights to be
respected and able to thrive as themselves, in school
and beyond. I am enormously grateful to Haringey
Council for supporting this important cause and for
championing both equality and student voice.”
During the pandemic, Wise Thoughts, the Haringeybased BAME LGBTQ+ arts charity, has still been
working hard to offer vital support by phone and online.
They’ve been hosting virtual drop-in sessions and one
attendee said: “Love this group - it is a safe space for
local LQBTQ+ people to share lovely and meaningful
connections in difficult times. So nice to belong."
You can get in touch with Wise Thoughts at
wisethoughts.org
Wood Green Business Improvement District also
announced previously that Haringey Pride will be on
Saturday September 5 at Ducketts Common. As we
write this, we don’t know whether public gatherings will
be allowed yet, so keep your eye on haringeypride.org
We’ve all been through huge changes over the last few
weeks and months – one thing that doesn’t change is
Haringey’s commitment to the LGBTQ+ community.
Happy Pride!
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Care

Carers Week

Making caring visible

There are millions of unpaid, informal carers in the UK currently looking after somebody
vulnerable, supporting them to stay well and out of hospital. However, the current
COVID-19 global pandemic has impacted many areas of their lives.
During Carers Week, Monday 8 – Sunday 14 June,
and as part of this year’s theme of ‘Making Caring
Visible’, we are shining a spotlight on one of our
amazing carers.
Haringey resident Stacey Smyth (49) is a full-time
carer for four members of her family. Stacey said:
“I have an 18-year-old son with cerebral palsy who
has recently moved out, my father is registered
blind and has additional health problems, my
mother has dementia and is going deaf and my
husband is in the early stages of dementia.”
At several points along her caring journey Stacey
has had frustrations from the stresses and strains
of doing too much, with a daily routine that can
include anything from cooking and cleaning for
her parents, helping them to get dressed and
getting them to their appointments, to taking her
husband for walks and helping him to get around.

Stacey admits that though it hasn’t been easy
juggling everything, she is finding ways to manage
the uncertainty. “It has been really important for
me to maintain my routine as much as I can. I focus
on only managing the things I do have some level
of control over and continue to balance this with
activities that calm me such as knitting, crocheting
and taking walks along the canal with my husband.”
Overall, Stacey takes everything in her stride.
She may be a carer, but she is first and foremost
a daughter and a wife “Carers deserve to live as
normal a life as possible; to have jobs and take
time for ourselves. Everyone needs to know the
importance of raising awareness for carers so
we can get the support we need- which is sadly
lacking.”

COVID-19 has also further complicated things.
“We hear words such as 'social distancing',
'lockdown' and 'PPE' and it’s daunting because we
carers cannot step back from our responsibilities.
Each time I make the journey to my parent’s
house by public transport or have to take my
husband shopping with me, I worry that I could
be endangering them in some way as they have
underlying health issues.”

If you are a carer and need further
information or support, please visit
www.carersfirst.org.uk/haringey or
contact Carers First on 0300 303 1555.
To find out more about Carers Week, please
visit www.carersuk.org
Haringey People | June - July 2020
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Capital culture
Earlier this year Haringey joined six other London boroughs in bidding to be named
London Borough of Culture by the Mayor of London. Launched in 2017, the London
Borough of Culture Award highlights the character of London’s boroughs, to inspire the
capital’s young people to participate in arts and culture and bring Londoners together.
In February, the seven boroughs were invited to
City Hall to present their bids for the award in
2021 or 2023. Haringey’s bid, titled Cultural Feast,
was for 2023 and focused on Haringey’s cultural
history, the wide array of arts currently available
in the borough and the future represented by our
young people.
The bid included a video encompassing these
themes, noting world-renowned musicians who
originated in Haringey such as Adele, Skepta and
The Kinks; showing our flagship arts venues,
Bernie Grants Arts Centre and Jacksons Lane; and
some of the artistic and cultural offerings available
across the borough. The bid even spotlighted

12

Haringey as the home of television, with the very
first public television transmission being made
from Alexandra Palace – that breakthrough
remains represented today by the eight lightning
sparks on Haringey’s coat of arms.
Although Croydon was ultimately named the
2023 London Borough of Culture, Haringey’s bid
won a Cultural Impact Award, coming along with
£200,000 in funding to put Cultural Feast into
practice. It will be a takeover of Alexandra Palace
to create a community gathering with locally
sourced food and wares from local craft makers,
with all money raised on craft sales going towards
local food banks.

Film

Haringey youngsters
turn into movie stars
Dreams can become a reality – just ask media students from Haringey Sixth Form College
who have seen their lives transformed in recent months.
With no major acting experience or film-making
credits to their name, some of Haringey’s best
young talent have become movie stars overnight
and played their part in helping to create a hardhitting film that addresses knife crime.
Students from Tottenham’s Haringey Sixth Form
College jumped at the chance to work alongside
a professional video production company and
devise their very own three-film series.
The films – called I’m Out – show the devastating
consequences of getting caught up in violence,

by telling the stories of young people involved and
the impact on their families.
With knife crime such a major talking point on the
news agenda, the students were determined to
spread the message that there is a way out for
anyone who is caught up in gang violence.
Student Jordan Anaedozi, who plays a leading
role in the film, said: “I can’t quite believe what has
happened. When this first started I thought I would
be behind the scenes but being able to act and
understand how everything works has exceeded
all my expectations.

Haringey People | June - July 2020
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“It gives us an opportunity and something that
we love to do. We have all been brought up in
this surrounding area and for us to act this out
in a serious way has been a blessing.
“So much work has gone into this and it has
been like working with a family. We got the
chance to work with people in the industry
and professional actors who are just
being themselves.
“I want people who see the film to realise how
lucky they are, and they should not be wasting
their lives. Everyone has skills and the film
shows there is a chance for everyone.”
The film has already attracted nationwide
coverage with the BBC going behindthe-scenes and staging their whole news
broadcast live from Cineworld in Wood Green
when the film was premiered in front of over
200 people.
Young people from across the borough turned
out in force alongside Tottenham legend
Ledley King, politicians, council staff, health
and youth workers, community groups and the
police. The project – led by young people, for
young people – was created with the support
of Haringey Council and the Metropolitan
Police, and produced by Casual Films.
The council felt that the best people to get
the message across about the perils of gang
crime, were the young people themselves.
The students have certainly been in demand
with interview requests from ITV, Evening
Standard, Channel 5 and a host of local media
outlets.

14

Film

I wasn’t expecting this opportunity at
all. The video sends out such a strong
message that you should stay humble
and not get caught up in this kind
of life.
It was such a good experience and
there are so many opportunities out
there. It opens up different pathways.
Student Ronni Winter

Haringey People | June - July 2020
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Apply
now

Free early learning of up to 15 hours
per week for eligible two-year-olds
Watch our Free for 2s video to see what a
typical learning and fun day is like for a two
year-old!
www.haringey.gov.uk/free-for-2s-videos

www.haringey.gov.uk/freeearlylearning
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Fellow student and gang-member in
the film, Noah Gezahgne added: “The
cast and crew were amazing, and I had
so much fun on set. I am not normally a
morning person, but I was happy to get
out of bed! I really want to be an actor
after this.
“It has been so empowering, and you
feel good about yourself that you are
helping other people. I hope that young
people will relate to it – I know
I certainly do.”
You can watch the films, behind the
scenes footage, and interviews with the
cast and crew at www.imout.org.uk

Haringey People | June - July 2020
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HALS courses for the
summer term are now
available online.
Upskill, learn something new or just keep connected.
You can even use your smartphone.
HALS courses for the spring term are now available online.
Upskill, learn something new or just keep connected. You can even use your smartphone.
View all courses and register your interest at www.haringey.gov.uk/hals
(pealed corner… Term starts 20th April 2020)

View all courses and register your interest at

www.haringey.gov.uk/hals
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Music

Going out on a high note
Haringey Council’s Head of Music & Performing Arts, Peter Desmond, is set to retire
later this year, bringing down the curtain on a 35-year association with the borough’s
cultural scene.
Having moved to London in the mid1980s, Peter took up Head of Music
posts at White Hart Lane School and
St Thomas More RC School before
opting for a part-time role with the
local authority – while continuing at
St Thomas More – at the turn of the
20th century.
Peter made swift progress from there,
duly being appointed the Head of
Service within two years and he has
“had a ball ever since.”
“It has been a real privilege to give
my energies to encouraging young
people, working in music which is my
passion and striving to give access
to the wonderful opportunities we
offer to young people from across the
diversity of backgrounds represented
in Haringey,” Peter said.
“The highlights have been the big
concerts, the cultural exchanges

with groups from around the world
and just seeing people grow in
their musicianship and confidence,
including the many wonderful
teachers I have worked with.”
“I wish them all every success for the
future and thank them for all the happy
memories which I treasure.”
Peter added: “I would encourage
young musicians to make the most of
their talent; share the joy they have in
making music; seize every opportunity
that comes their way and to seek to
encourage others.”
One of Peter’s colleagues at the
council, Catty Alberman, hails him as
an “extraordinary man and musician”
whose “many achievements are the
stuff of legend.”

have benefited thousands of local
children and young people for the last
35 years,” Catty commented.
“His ‘can do’ approach and
commitment to providing
opportunities for youngsters,
regardless of financial or social
circumstances, has left a deep impact
and will be remembered by many
for years to come. No obstacle has
proved too great.
“Peter’s endeavours as a musician,
team leader and educator surpass
what anyone could ever expect of one
man.
“His well-deserved retirement will
leave an enormous void, but an
amazing legacy for Haringey Young
Musicians and all of us who have been
lucky enough to work with him.”

“His inspirational vision, unstoppable
optimism and unremitting passion
Haringey People | June - July 2020
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Helping our young people
take the next step
It’s not easy to find the right career, but in Haringey we believe that apprenticeships are
a valuable way for people who are looking to plan a path forward. That’s why Haringey
Council now offers apprenticeships in a wide range of disciplines and levels, affording local
young people the chance to begin their career in a welcoming environment.
We currently offer apprenticeships from Level 2 to level
7 in Accounting, Business Administration, Horticulture,
Commercial Procurement & Supply, Communications &
Social Media, Infrastructure Technician (I.T), Energy and
Youth Work, with all apprentices being paid the London
Living Wage.
Jenny Lynch, 18, is an apprentice in our Communications
team. “I create posts for our social media platforms, which
allows me to be creative,” she said. “I also collect analytics
and data for our content, which is interesting and great
practice for any jobs I have in the future in this field of work.
The team at Haringey have been so supportive and patient
with me as I learn new things every day.”
Nick Prodromou has been working in the council’s
Procurement department, he added: “I have developed in
ways that I did not expect. I have grown in confidence and
feel like an integrated member of Haringey Council, rather
than just an apprentice.”
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Apprenticeships

The team at Haringey
have been so supportive
and patient with me
as I learn new things
every day.

‘It’s a no brainer really,” said Sheila
Edwards, the council’s Apprenticeship
Mentor, about taking on apprentices. “If
you have a vacant position, you will have to
fill the post and train someone to do the
job. Why not use an apprentice?’
Our apprenticeships are not just for young
people, they are open to all ages over
16 and we are keen to attract a diverse
range of applicants, including those with
learning disabilities, leaving care and those
returning to work.
You can find information on our
apprenticeship opportunities at
www.haringey.gov.uk/jobs-andtraining.

Haringey People | June - July 2020
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Transform lives
in Haringey through
fostering

advert unassigned

Get paid up to £427
per child per week
Contact us today on 020 8489 3754 or email
fosteringrecruitment@haringey.gov.uk

www.haringey.gov.uk/foster
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Music

Charting Haringey’s
history of music makers
Haringey has featured prominently in the reckoning for London Borough of Culture status
of late and that ascendance up the capital’s arts charts is partly down to our rich heritage
in music.
From Jess Glynne, the Kinks and Michael Kiwanuka in
the west to Adele, Skepta and Wretch 32 in the east,
the borough is blessed with an eclectic mix of genres
to suit various tastes. The list of names is extensive
and exhaustive.

“What I wanted to do with the The Record Shop is
set up a platform to enable young people, especially
from disadvantaged backgrounds, to access music
opportunities. Finance isn’t to be a barrier to that as well, so
that is why we provide a free service.

Such an established production line of highly talented
artists – either homegrown organically or having just passed
through at a specific period – has coincided with many,
numerous recording studios cropping up in certain pockets
of Haringey over the years.

“We’re inclusive and promote music as a positive pastime
for young people. When I see a young person walk into our
recording studio on their own and they develop confidence
by producing music with the support of the people around
them, that’s key for me and why I continue to do what I do.”

There are several factors as to why this is so, with the
dynamics of supply and demand, the prior success stories
and socio-economic considerations all contributing to the
progressive growth of recording studios overall.

Mary believes cultural diversification and the “fusion of
different cultures” in Tottenham bolsters the production
of music emanating from the area, where its industrial past
and present has ably assisted the development of recording
studios in isolated estates and warehouses.

Altruism and a desire to see our young people fulfil their
aspirations is another element as impressionable teenagers
and ambitious adults look to follow in the footsteps of
Adele, Glynne & Co.
“I’ve been passionate about music since I was a kid, but
I didn’t find the opportunities to really pursue my music
career professionally,” says Mary Otumahana, who set up
The Record Shop five years ago to provide a free recording
studio programme for 16 to 25-year-olds in Tottenham.

The examples of Adele, Skepta and Wretch 32 have set in
pop and grime respectively do provide blueprints of how
to break into a field as competitive as the music industry of
course too.
“They’re definitely the inspiration for the younger
generation because – if they can see that this person came
from their area and they’ve been successful within the
music industry – they do believe that they can do a similar
thing,” Mary adds. “That is very inspiring for them.”
Haringey People | June - July 2020
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Apply
now - www.haringey6.ac.uk

#MoreThanACollege

