
Super Output Areas 
 
Neighbourhood Statistics are moving away from ward-based statistics to a more 
stable and equitable statistical geography that is based on Census Output Areas. 
These have been aggregated into "Super Output Areas", of which there will be 
three different levels: 

• SOA1 - comprising a target population of 1,500 people, and which have been 
determined by the Office for National Statistics (ONS). These are the building 
blocks for the other two levels of SOAs. There are a total of 144 SOA1s in 
Haringey.  It at this geographical level that the ID 2004 is based on. 

• SOA2 - the geography which the local authority was able to determine, within 
the design requirements of having a minimum of 2,000 households AND 5,000 
persons (but with a preferred target of 7,500 persons), built from the building 
blocks of SOA.  There are a total of 36 SOA2s in Haringey  

• SOA3 - this geography is planned with a minimum population of 25,000.  This 
geography has yet to be determined. 

 
The SOA1 geography "nests" within existing wards. This was a design requirement 
that was requested by local authority representatives. The data underpinning the 
SOA1 will be used to estimate ward data for the future, with statistics being 
modelled to deal with changes in ward boundaries or divisions/aggregations of the 
SOA1 geography. 
 
Below are the maps for both SOA1s and SOA2s: 
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