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URBAN CONTEXT
This diagram is a two-dimensional map of an urban 
space that shows the relationship between built and 
unbuilt space. The main use of these diagrams is in 
analysing urban design and planning. This diagram 
helps to define the spaces between the buildings, and 
to emphasise their existence.  

It relates the amount of “figure” to the amount of 
“ground” in a figure-ground diagram, and approaches 
urban design as a manipulation of that relationship, as 
well as being a manipulation of the geometric shapes 
within the diagram. A figure-ground illustrates a 
building to open-space relationship, and analysis of it 
identifies a “fabric” of urban structures. 

Hillcrest has got its own unique figure ground 
proportion. The blocks are positioned independently 
from the surrounding fabric. The entrances face 
different directions creating a confusing orientation 
and active frontage. The low proportion of figures 
compared to ground suggests lack of developed land 
and low density.

The surrounding built forms can be considered as 
mainly low-rise at 2 - 3 storeys with few exceptions 
such as 1 High Point, opposite the site, and the 
8-storey block of flats to the south east of the site at
Southwood Park.

Hillcrest Estate comprises three 7-storey blocks and 
four 4-storey blocks. These buildings look higher than 
the surrounding blocks because the site is higher than 
its surrounding.

This area is mainly residential with number of 
supporting uses that are typically found in most of the 
developed residential areas of London. These include 
educational, health, retail, places of worship, pubs, 
extra care.

The majority of the mixed uses are located along 
Archway Road and North Hill, creating a local “high 
street” area.

Some of parts of Hillcrest are higher than 120m above 
the datum (base level) which makes Hillcrest one 
of the highest points in London. It is located on the 
slightly elevated area that drops significantly towards 
North-East down to Archway road.

The site rises dramatically at the junction between 
The Park and Southwood Lane. The trees around the 
site provide screening of the buildings especially in 
summer time when the deciduous trees have leaves. 
From the west the site is slightly elevated from the 
street - North Hill. 
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