
Welcome to the first edition of Park Life newsletter, 
keeping you updated about the latest activities and 

projects across the borough’s parks.

Serving up new courts
New tennis courts are now in action 
following a successful fundraising 
campaign by the Friends of Priory Park.

Following repairs made in 2013 to three 
of six tennis courts, the group launched 
a campaign to make improvements to 
the remaining three rundown courts. 

They were awarded £75, 000 to make 
improvements, with funding from The 
Veolia Environmental Trust, London 
Marathon Trust and Fields in Trust.  

In addition £60, 000 raised from events 
held in the borough’s parks has paid for 
the three remaining tennis courts to be 
demolished. In their space are now two 
mini and two adult courts.

The transformed courts will enable 
more children to take up tennis and 
increases the number of courts from 
six to seven. 

Works are now complete and the park 
café is providing free racket and ball 
hire. 
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Gardens restored
Volunteers have reclaimed an 
under-used park by transforming it 
into a thriving community space. 

Support group Haringey Recovery 
Service, local residents and the 
environmental charity Groundwork 
worked with Haringey Council to 
spruce up Manchester Gardens, off 
Seven Sisters Road. 

Local people were unable to enjoy 
the park due to street drinkers 
congregating and litter was building 
up in bushes. The group cleared 
away rubbish, thinned and shaped 

the bushes and planted bulbs, 
perennials, seeds, herbs and wild 
flowers. They learned techniques 
such as how to take cuttings, prune, 
sow seeds and established new 
beds of edible fruit. 

Resident Jo Hutcheson said: 
‘Groundwork and their team of 
volunteers have really breathed life 
into what was always a potentially 
beautiful space. Now it looks loved 
and cared for, and is a real source of 
enjoyment for those of us who live 
close to it.’ 

Bulldozers move in
Disused pavilions in Finsbury and Chestnuts Parks have been demolished. 
The pavilions had not been used for many years, were in very poor condition 
and attracted anti-social behaviour.  

The demolition of the Finsbury Park pavilion is part of the master 
plan for the park and has opened up previously unused areas.  
It also presents an opportunity to start discussions with Thames 
Water about opening up the currently closed section of the New 
River. 
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Team Spirit
Team spirit
Around 65 teenagers offered up their 
volunteering services and spent a day 
in Albert Road Rec as part of a project 
carried out by national charity The 
Challenge Network (TCN). 

The group, helped by council officers 
and Robby Sukhdeo of Pavilion Sports 
and Cafe, re-painted the Pavilion and got 
stuck in with some gardening around 
the bowls green and tennis courts

At a glance....
A quick guide to how some park improvement projects are funded:

Park / Project Council 
funding

External 
funding

Supported by

Pavilion 
demolitions

£130k Friends

Small grants £20k Friends / community groups

Bulb planting £4k Friends / community groups

Stationers Park £7k Friends / TCV

Priory Park £60k £75k Friends / Cafe / Veolia Env Trust 
/ London Marathon Trust / 
Fields in Trust

Hartington Park £78k Community groups / Veolia Env 
Trust

Down Lane Park £205k £90k Friends / Lawn Tennis 
Association

Outdoor gym 
resurfacing

£41k £30k Friends

All Hallows £14.5k

Volunteering Priceless! Friends/ Community groups / 
TCV / Groundwork / NHW

TOTAL £481.5k £273k

Pond repairs
In recent years the impressive 
six pond water feature running 
through Stationers Park has 
started to deteriorate, despite a 
number of repairs.  

Recent investigations carried out 
by The Conservation Volunteers 
(TCV) have shown the bottom 
reservoir suffers from the 
greatest water loss. 

In January 2015 TCV started to 
drain this reservoir, remove silt 
and reseal it. It is hoped that this 
project will provide a permanent 
pond sealing solution that can be 
applied to the other five, which 
are also leaking. 

Community Action 
Local people have been enjoying 
regular sessions to improve and 
maintain the wild food-growing 
area and raised beds in Paignton 
Park. 

They helped plant new shrubs, 
bulbs and herbs and cleared an 
overgrown corner of the park.

A Community Action Plan will 
be developed during 2015 which 
will build upon the existing 
community participation in the 
park, and also increase activities.  

New-look churchyard 
Work to improve the grounds of All Hallows Churchyard in Tottenham has 

been completed. 

Tree works were completed before Christmas and the site was cleared and 
shrubs cut back to the boundaries, making sure the tombstones didn’t 

incur any further damage from vegetation.

The site is now included in the regular parks maintenance 
plan, and Veolia, the council’s waste contractor, will 

visit to remove litter. 

A community clear up and planting day will 
take place in 2015, focused on the area 

running from Bruce Castle Park 
through to Tottenham Cemetery.


