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Introduction

Haringey’s position near the centre of London should leave the borough well
placed to take advantage of the capital’s economic success.  However, not all
of our community have shared in this success. We want our already prosperous
areas to continue to flourish and prosperity to spread across the borough. 
We want more people engaged in employment, training and education.

Our overall approach to delivering economic vitality and greater prosperity for all
is set out in our Economic Regeneration Strategy.

KKeeyy  SSttaattiissttiiccss

• Haringey’s economic activity rate (those in work plus those looking for work
set against the adult population as a whole) has improved by 12.6% from
61.7% in 2003/04 to 74.3% in 2006/07: but this is still below London and
England.   

• Haringey’s employment rate has increased significantly to 69.0%, and is now
only marginally below the London average.  

• The ethnic minority employment rate has increased to 59.1%.  
• Haringey has moved from being in 2004 the 13th to in 2007 the 18th most

deprived borough in London
• 8,000 people were estimated to be ILO (International Labour Organisation)

unemployed in Haringey, representing a rate of 7.1%, which is below that of
London but above that of England  

• There were 6,720 Job Seeker Allowance (JSA) claimants in Haringey in
October 2007; Northumberland Park had the highest JSA claim rate out of all
wards in London.

• The average gross weekly earning of full-time workers in Haringey has
increased to £526.30 

• The average full-time and part-time gross weekly earnings for males were
£484.30 compared with £417.10 for females.  

• Real estate, renting and business activities are now the largest industry in 
the borough.

• Haringey has a polarised skills base; 21.4% of the borough’s working age
population have a level 1 or below qualification while 39.8% have a level 4 or
above qualification.  

• At Key Stage 2, Haringey’s rate of progress since 2002 has been better than
the national trend, with an impressive 4% improvement in mathematics and a
5% improvement in science in 2007.  

• At GCSE, Haringey’s rate of progress since 2001 has been at more than
twice the national rate.  

• 19 year olds achieving level 2 in Haringey have increased from 53.0% to
62.0% (2004 to 2006) compared with the national increase from 66.3% 
to 71.4% of all those in that age group.  

• The percentage of young people who are not in education, employment or
training (NEET) has decreased significantly to 9.8% of them in January 2008.  

Click here to go back to chapter cover sheet
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The Economy

The most common way of measuring the general size and performance of an
economy is through Gross Domestic Product (GDP). However, it is only possible
to measure GDP at a national level, so Gross Value Added (GVA) is the preferred
option for measuring UK (United Kingdom) subnational economic performance
and is a major component used for measuring GDP.  

Total GVA (measured at current basic prices) in Inner London – East  is currently
(2005) estimated to be at its highest recorded level of £47 billion and has more
than doubled since 1995 with ten successive years of growth.  This growth in
GVA since 1995 is also the highest of all the London NUTS31 areas, although
this area still trails Inner London – West, where total GVA is currently estimated
to be £85 billion.  Taking Inner London – East and Inner London – West2

together, Haringey is part of region that contributes 12% of the UK’s total 
economic output.

Chart 3.1: Total GVA, 1995 to 2005

Source: Office for National Statistics

Click here to go back to chapter cover sheet
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1 NUTS (Nomenclature Units of Territorial Statistics) areas, are used for collecting regional statistics that are
comparable across the European Union. The smallest NUTS geography (NUTS3) is comprised of groupings of
local authority areas. In London, there are five NUTS3 areas with Haringey being located in Inner London - East
(the other boroughs are Hackney, Islington, Lambeth, Newham, Southwark, Lewisham and Tower Hamlets).

2 The boroughs in Inner London – West are: Camden, City of London, Hammersmith and Fulham, Kensington
and Chelsea, Wandsworth and Westminster.
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Employment in London

Historically, employment rates in London have been higher than elsewhere in 
the country.  However, this changed in the 1990s and London’s employment rate is
now not only below the national average, but is also the lowest of all English
regions. 

Suggested reasons for the difference between London’s employment rate and
the rest of the country are: commuter patterns (i.e. people working but not living
in London); a higher number of full-time students; and the fact that London has
a disproportionate number of people who tend to suffer from labour market
disadvantage, regardless of location, such as ethnic minorities, lone parents and
those with low or no qualifications. 

Chart 3.2: Regional employment rates, 1994/95 to 2006/07

Sources: Annual Labour Force Survey and Annual

Click here to go back to chapter cover sheet
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The Haringey labour force3

Analysing economic activity is a good indicator of participation in the labour
market.  The rate of economic activity is essentially a measure of the number of
people who are employed plus the number of people who are unemployed and
actively seeking work  expressed against the total working age population.
Based on this definition,the number of Haringey residents participating in the
labour market has increased significantly over the past few years.  At 2006/07,
the economic activity rate in Haringey was 74.3% compared to with a low of
61.7% in 2003/04.  Despite this improvement, Haringey’s economic activity rate
continues to remain slightly below the London (75.0%) and England (78.6%)
averages.

Chart 3.3: Economic activity rate, Haringey and comparator areas, 
1999/00 to 2006/07

Sources: Annual Local Area Labour Force Survey and Annual Population Survey

Click here to go back to chapter cover sheet
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3 Please note that the following comparisons between Haringey and other areas in terms of employment and
ILO unemployment levels should be treated with caution; variances in these figures may be due to sampling
variability rather than any real changes in employment and/or ILO unemployment levels. 
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Employment in Haringey

The employment rate in Haringey has been historically much lower than both the
London and England averages, and in 2004/05 the borough was one of only
eight local authority areas in England that had an employment rate below the
low European Union average of 63.3%4.  However, since this period
employment in Haringey has increased significantly, to the extent that the
current rate (2006/07), at 69.0%, is now only marginally below the (admittedly
low) London average of 69.3%.  However, Haringey’s employment rate remains
significantly below the English average of 74.3%.

The Government’s long term aspiration for full employment would mean 80% of
the nation’s working age population5 being in work, although there is no
committed timeframe for this ambition to be achieved.  For this ambition to be
achieved sub-nationally, over half a million extra Londoners would need to be
employed.  In Haringey, this would require over 16,000 residents to find
employment.

Chart 3.4: Overall employment rate, Haringey and comparator areas,
1999/00 to 2006/07

Sources: Local Area Labour Force Survey and Annual Population Survey

Click here to go back to chapter cover sheet

4 This analysis is based on data from the Annual Local Area Labour Force Survey rather than the Annual
Population Survey.  The 7 remaining local authorities with employment rates below the EU average were:
Barking and Dagenham, Easington, Hackney, Liverpool, Manchester, Newham and Tower Hamlets. 

5 The working age population is defined as males aged 16 to 64 and females aged 16 to 59.
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Employment across Haringey

The recent increase in Haringey’s employment rate has been mainly
concentrated in the more deprived Tottenham parliamentary constituency,
where the employment rate has increased from the low of 43.2% in 2001/02 to
61.4% in 2006/07.  However, the current employment rate in Tottenham still
remains significantly below the rate in the Hornsey and Wood Green
constituency area, which at 76.7% is above the England average of 74.3%.

Chart 3.5: Overall employment, Haringey parliamentary constituencies,
1999/00 to 2006/07

Sources: Local Area Labour Force Survey and Annual Population Survey

Employment by ethnicity

The employment rate amongst Haringey’s ethnic minority population broke
through the 50% barrier for the first time in 2005/06 to reach 52.4%; this
progress continued through to 2006/07 where the ethnic minority employment
rate increased further to 59.1%.  However, despite this increase, ethnic
minorities in the borough are still significantly less likely to be employed than their
white6 counterparts - the employment rate for this group is currently 75.2%,
which is higher than the overall England average.

Chart 3.6: White and non-white employment rates, Haringey, 
2003/04 to 2006/07

Sources: Local Area Labour Force Survey and Annual Population Survey

Click here to go back to chapter cover sheet
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Deprivation

Despite Haringey’s sustained economic growth, not all of our community have
shared in the prosperity. Deprivation and worklessness (as set out below) have
left some members of the community socially excluded. We know that
deprivation can have a negative impact upon the physical environment, health
and wellbeing and the life chances of children and young people. We will target
poverty; putting efforts into income maximisation, eligibility for benefits, debt
reduction and social inclusion. 

The Index of Multiple Deprivation 2007 (IMD 2007) is a measure of multiple
deprivation at small area level; it draws together a number of socio-economic
criteria such as education and income in a way that allows us to compare areas
across the country. 

The IMD 2007, Table 3.1, shows that Haringey has moved from being in 2004
the 13th most deprived borough to, in 2007, the 18th most deprived borough in
England. It remains the 5th most deprived in London, behind Tower Hamlets,
Hackney, Islington, and Newham. 

Map 3.1 shows the distribution of deprivation in the borough by Super Output
Areas (SOA). It shows that areas in Haringey that have the highest deprivation
scores are in the east of the borough, particularly the north east, in White Hart
Lane and  Northumberland Park. Haringey’s widespread level of deprivation is
reflected by the finding that of the 144 Super Output Areas (SOAs) 26% are
among the top 10% most deprived in the country, which is down from 30% in
2004; all except one of these is in the east of the borough. 

Map 3.1: IMD 2007- SOA level

Source: Communities and Local Government 2007

Click here to go back to chapter cover sheet
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Table 3.1: Table: Index of Multiple Deprivation 2007- Boroughs by Average
SOA Scores

Source: Indices of Deprivation, DCLG, 2007.

Click here to go back to chapter cover sheet

Borough London
Rank

National
Rank

2004-2007 change in
national rank

Hackney 1 2 -3

Tower Hamlets 2 3 -1

Newham 3 6 -5

Islington 4 8 2

Haringey 5 18 5

Lambeth 6 19 -4

Barking and Dagenham 7 22 -20

Greenwich 8 24 -17

Southwark 9 26 9

Waltham Forest 10 27 -20

Lewisham 11 39 -18

Brent 12 53 -28

Camden 13 57 38

Hammersmith and Fulham 14 59 -6

Westminster 15 72 33

Enfield 16 74 -30

Ealing 17 84 -15

Borough London
Rank

National
Rank

2004-2007 change in
national rank

Kensington and Chelsea 18 101 -15

Hounslow 19 105 3

Croydon 20 125 -15

Barnet 21 128 -65

Redbridge 22 143 -20

Wandsworth 23 144 16

Hillingdon 24 157 -9

Bexley 25 194 -18

Havering 26 200 -14

Harrow 27 205 -27

Merton 28 222 2

Bromley 29 228 -10

Sutton 30 234 -2

Kingston upon Thames 31 245 -21

City of London 32 252 26

Richmond upon Thames 33 309 8



3.10London Borough of Haringey: profile guide

The Local Economy, Skills and Educational Attainment

Child poverty

The IMD also provides information on Income Deprivation Affecting Children
(IDACI). This is the proportion of the under 16s in a family in receipt of means-
tested benefits.

Map 3.2: Indices of Deprivation 2007 - Income Deprivation Affecting Children
Index - London SOAs

Source: Communities and Local Government 2007

Map 3.3, shows the distribution of Super Output Areas (SOAs) in Haringey in
2007, and that income deprivation in families with children is much more
common in the east of the borough, particularly Northumberland Park and 
White Hart Lane.

Map 3.3: Indices of Deprivation 2007 - Income Deprivation Affecting Children
Index - Haringey SOAs

Across London, Haringey ranks as the 5th most deprived borough in relation to
income deprivation affecting children based on the average IDACI for SOA. The
top 5 also includes Tower Hamlets, Hackney, Newham and Islington. 

Click here to go back to chapter cover sheet

Source: Communities and Local Government 2007



3.11 London Borough of Haringey: profile guide

The Local Economy, Skills and Educational Attainment

At present it is not possible to measure child poverty at the borough level – at
least not using the government’s preferred measure (children living in families
with incomes below 60% of the median).   Until data is available local authorities
are expected to use uptake of out of work benefits as a proxy for poverty –
including Job Seekers Allowance, Incapacity Benefit, Income Support and
Pension Credit.  

According to DWP figures, between 2004-2007, the percentage of children
living in families who are in receipt of out of work benefits has declined by 4% to
36.4%. This downward trend is projected to continue for the next four years with
an estimated 35% of children living in poverty in Haringey by 2011.  See Table
3.2, Chart 3.7 and Chart 3.8.

Haringey is committed to reducing child poverty and we have therefore agreed a
target to reduce the percentage of children in poverty to 30.5% by 2011.

Table 3.2: % of children in poverty, Haringey, April 2004-April 2011 
(Actual and projected)

Source: DWP

Chart 3.7: % children in poverty in Haringey, 2004 - 2011

Source: DWP

Click here to go back to chapter cover sheet

Date Number of
Children

Children in families claiming
out of work benefits

% of Children in
poverty

April 2004 47400 19145 40.4

April 2005 48085 19080 39.7

April 2006 49320 19090 38.7

April 2007 50475 18350 36.4

April 2008 50115 18105 36.1

April 2009 49990 17845 35.7

April 2010 49745 17595 35.4

April 2011 49545 17350 35.0
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Chart 3.8: Children in families claiming out of work benefits, Haringey,
2004-2007

Source: DWP

Unemployment

There are two main ways of measuring unemployment in this country: people
claiming Job Seekers Allowance (JSA), an unemployment related benefit
administered by the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP); and a
measurement based on the International Labour Organisation’s (ILO), a United
Nations (UN) agency, definition of unemployment.  Somebody is defined as
being ILO unemployed if:

• they have actively looked for work in the last four weeks and are available to
start work in the next two weeks; or

• they are out work but have found a job and are waiting to start it in the next
two weeks.

Click here to go back to chapter cover sheet
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International Labour Organisation (ILO)
unemployment

At 2006/07, 8,000 people were estimated to be International Labour Organisation
(ILO) unemployed in Haringey – this represents 7.1% of the working age population.
The ILO unemployment rate in Haringey has fallen significantly since the high of
12.7% at 2001/02. See Chart 3.9. Haringey’s ILO unemployment rate is now below
that of London (7.6%) but remains above the England average of 5.5%.

Chart 3.9: ILO unemployment rate, Haringey and comparator areas, 
1999/00 to 2006/07

Source: Annual Local Area Labour Force Survey and Annual Population Survey

Job Seekers Allowance claimants 

At October 2007, there were 6,720 Job Seekers Allowance (JSA)  claimants in
Haringey, which represents 4.3% of the borough’s working age population.
This is a major reduction from the 1990s, when there were as many as 22,000
JSA claimants in Haringey7.  The current JSA claim rate in Haringey still remains
above the London average of 2.7% and the England average of 2.1%, although
the gap has narrowed considerably in recent years, as shown in Chart 3.10.

Figure 3.10: JSA claimants, Haringey and comparator areas, October 1992 
to October 2007

Source: Nomis

Click here to go back to chapter cover sheet
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JSA by duration

Nearly three-fifths of claimants in Haringey have been doing so for up to 6
months, indicating the short term nature of this benefit.  This is lower than in
London and England, however, where the proportions of short term claimants
are over three-fifths.

Chart 3.11: JSA by duration, Haringey and comparator areas, October 2007

Source: Nomis

JSA claimants across Haringey

Across Haringey, there remain persistent pockets of unemployment deprived
areas.  This is particularly true in Northumberland Park where, in certain parts,
JSA claim rates reach as high as 16.7% – nearly four times the borough average
and nearly eight times the national average.  Estimates from the GLA show
Northumberland Park to have the highest JSA claim rate out of all wards in
London8.

Map 3.4: JSA claim rate, Haringey lower layer super output areas, 
October 2007

Source: Nomis
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