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Executive summary 
 
Background 
 
From the 1st April 2008 local authorities have a duty to secure sufficient childcare to enable 
parents to work, or to undertake education and training leading to work.  To fulfil this duty, 
local authorities will help shape the local childcare market in response to parents needs. 
 
A childcare sufficiency assessment has been conducted in Haringey over the last 6 
months.  It provides information on the supply and demand for childcare, and identifies 
where any potential gaps in provision may be. 
 
The childcare sufficiency assessment includes an analysis of potential gaps between 
supply and demand at ward level, including information on: 
 

• the types of childcare available; 
• the ages of childcare for whom care is available; 
• the affordability of childcare; 
• the times at which childcare is available; 
• the needs of children with either a special educational need or disability;   
• the location of childcare. 

 
How the data was collected 
 
To gather the views of parents/carers, over 15,000 questionnaires were sent out via all 
schools, children’s centres, play centres, job centres and health care visitors.  Officers 
visited all the children’s centres and a Polish drop-in group to gather views from users.  
Just over 730 questionnaires were received back.  Focus Groups were held with 
parents/carers who were Turkish, Kurdish, Somali and parents whose children had a 
special educational need or disability.  The focus groups explored the issues raised in the 
survey in more detail.   
 
Information on the supply of childcare was collected from the Family Information Service 
(FIS).  This was supplemented was a telephone survey to all childcare providers to ensure 
the information was still up to date.  Questionnaires were sent to both childcare providers 
and Haringey employers asking them about their views of the local childcare market. 
 
Presentations were conducted at a number of forums to raise awareness and seek views 
from childcare professionals.  The forums attended were: 

• 0-5 forum; 
• 5-11 forum; 
• annual Health Carer visitor forum; 
• children’s centre and Headteacher meeting. 
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Supply of childcare 
 
The supply of childcare varies from one part of the borough to another, both in terms of 
the number of places available and in the pattern and combination of different types of 
care.  There are childcare places currently not used across all types of settings, 
particularly among childminders.  Within the east of Haringey, data indicated that childcare 
settings in the Private Voluntary Independent (PVI) and maintained sectors generally had 
vacancies, particularly for 3-4 year old places, whilst in the west most PVI and maintained 
provision was generally full.   
 
There is a good supply of breakfast and after school club places for 5-11 year olds across 
the borough.  However, there are places currently not used across both types of settings 
and areas of Haringey. 
 
Demand for childcare 
 
Parents/carers with children under the age of 3 found it difficult to find suitable and 
affordable childcare places.  Parents/carers with children over the age of 3 were more 
likely to state that affordability was a barrier in accessing childcare. 
 
Parents whose children had a special educational need or disability, found it very difficult 
to find and secure childcare that catered for their specific needs.  In some cases affecting 
parents ability to be in full-time employment.  Those settings offering childcare were 
heavily oversubscribed and had very long waiting lists. 
 
Breakfast, after school clubs and school based care are important for parents of school-
aged children.  A number of parents indicated that they would like to use this provision, 
but found it difficult to access or their child’s school did not provide this type of care.  
Parent/carers find it difficult to access formal childcare during the holiday periods which 
enables them to continue in full-time employment. 
 
Main findings from the childcare sufficiency assessment 
 
The main findings from the information collected in the childcare sufficiency assessment 
are:  

• more affordable childcare for families on low incomes; 
• more holiday provision for all ages; 
• more childcare places, facilities and trained staff for those children with special 

educational needs or disabilities;  
• more flexible childcare arrangements in terms of time and cost;  
• more affordable under 3 full-time provision; 
• easier access to before and after school provision for all primary school aged 

children; 
• increase the awareness of 0-19 services available in each ward; 
• review and rationalisation of childcare places available for 0-19 year olds. 
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Next steps 
 
We have a legal duty to secure sufficient childcare for parents/carers which will allow 
them to either work or undertake training.  We will develop an action plan based on 
these findings, informing us how we can make childcare better for parents/carers in 
Haringey.  

 


