Haringey Friends of Parks Forum
The umbrella organisation/network for all Friends and user groups of parks and green spaces in Haringey..
www.haringeyfriendsofparks.org.uk 


Next Forum meeting:  
Sat 7th November, 10am
Bruce Castle museum
Members of all Friends and users group welcome


Notes from Haringey Friends of Parks Forum meeting on 5th September 2009

Present: Attendance list mislaid! Included Friends of Down Lane Park, Belmont Rec, Lordship Rec, Downhills Park, Chestnuts Park, Ducketts Common, Russell Park, Mannock Road Community Orchard.  Apologies: Friends of Crouch End Open Spaces, Finsbury Park, Woodside Park, Living Under One Sun.


1. Last Forum meeting minutes: 

a. Accepted as a true record. 

b. The following matters arose:
- London Friends Groups Gathering on October 10th: We are encouraging local Friends groups to register and if possible volunteer to help on the day.
- Green Lanes Festival: Haringey Federation of Residents associations have a stall on 20th September, and willing to share it with the Forum. Volunteers to help please contact Dave.
- Markfield Park improvements launch: has been put back till spring 2010.


2. Membership of Forum and attendance at meetings

Discussion on how to reinvigorate the Forum. There has been a slight fall in number of groups represented at bi-monthly meetings, maybe due to summer holidays? Perhaps due to email overload; perhaps all groups doing so well; perhaps as we seem to have sorted out most of the major strategic issues/problems? 

Agreed to produce a Newsletter to celebrate work of individual Friends groups and the successes of the Forum. Need to reiterate the importance of the Forum in the development and expansion of the borough's Friends groups especially in relation to raising the profile of the Friends with the council. 

Maybe we could organise another Haringey Parks bus tour which was a great success a few years ago. 

It is important to bear in mind the current economic and political situation and the upcoming general election which will definitely have a negative effect on already-inadequate resourses for public services (including green spaces) and which will make our unified presence even more crucial - we need to work closely together and speak up for the resources all Haringey's green spaces need..


3. Local reports

Down Lane    Due to the major regeneration of Tottenham Hale the council have made house-building plans which will dramatically and negatively affect Down Lane Park if not countered. A massive development of 5000 new dwellings (10,000 new residents) are planned nearby which should mean a concerted effort to expand and improve local green spaces. But despite new land by the park becoming available, a huge chunk of the park is under threat. It seems that the park will be losing space and facilities to give way to yet more housing (despite the annexing of additional land from the old recycling depot). Some Council Cabinet members who ok’d the plans have told the Friends group they misunderstood the proposed impact on the park. All this comes at a time when there had been optimism over council plans for future additional funding and improvements for the park. They had also just organised a very successful festival and got new people involved and had shows of support from local political parties.

The Haringey UDP continues to be the guiding planning policy for Haringeys open spaces and we should be demanding no loss of park space, a bigger park not a smaller one. The Friends Forum will support the Friends in their fight to protect their park.

Lordship Rec    Because of the consultation over the projected improvements being funded by a Heritage Lottery Bid, and the increased Friends participation in those plans, the Friends meetings have attracted more people in recent months. In addition to monthly meetings in the park, they now hold regular work days in the woodland or lake area on 3rd sunday of each month. They are supporting new user groups, including monthly Dog Club sessions and a proposed new bike users group. They are working towards their 3rd 'Restore the Rec' community festival on September 12th. A new playground has been installed which is really popular, but unbelievably there are no benches or bins in it because of last minute cuts made due to an overspend. To be rectified! The final bid for the 2nd stage of the Heritage lottery bid was to be in September but due to various technical holdups it has been put off until April after which a final decision will be made.

Chestnuts    Phase 1 of improvements have been really successful and now there are discussions, preparations and fundraising for phase 2. The Friends have been successful in a bid for £50,000 for a sensory garden and other improvements.

Ducketts Common   A major regeneration is being planned in conjunction with Groundworks. Some draft plans have been drawn up and there has been public consultation over the summer. There is still a major problem with rubbish and perhaps larger bins are needed. The Friends want to come up with a fitting idea for a memorial for the young child who died at the funfair on the common... currently the family are laying cut-flowers at the spot.

Russell Park    Regeneration work has now been completed and there will be a celebration organised.

Downhills Park    The park is looking really good now. The plans for a new wildlife pond are going well and are just waiting for the second phase of the application to be agreed. Also the cafe project is at last moving along under the control of the Council's Adult Services who wish to run a cafe in the park as a training scheme for people with learning difficulties. The Friends will be part of the 'Community Interest Company' managing the cafe.

Belmont Rec    Half a million pounds of improvements are almost finished. Some faults to be rectified such as the new gate and fence across the entrance to the park was made too small so that there was a pernamnent gap for people to enter through. About half of the new trees have not survived. But overall the Rec is much better used, the new benches are much appreciated and the new circular path has made the park much more accessible. The Rec failed in its attempt to gain green flag status this year.

Mannock Road Community Orchard   The Mannock Road community orchard and study area and pond, organised by the Friends, received a 'green pennant' award.


4.  Green Flags, Green Pennants and Ceremonies

Haringey now has 12 green flags for parks and green spaces, and 4 green pennants for community gardens. A national green flag ceremony was held in Bournemouth. Some of our community garden activists attended. There was also a Haringey celebration in Albert Rec. The community garden idea is catching on in Haringey. The celebration was also used as a launch for the new Parkforce staffing/partnership arrangements. Dave Morris made a speech on behalf of the Friends Forum who are one of the four key partners in Parkforce (the other 3 being the Council, Police and BTCV). The Forum's statement on Parkforce was distributed at the ceremony.


5.  Parkforce

This has been much discussed and debated over the past 2-3 years, having initially been lobbied for by the Forum. It has now at last been implemented, and extra staffing have been introduced in many parks after school and at weekends. At our insistance the Council have finally put up public posters in all parks giving key phone numbers (including police) and websites (including our one). Parkforce is more than just a question of security, it is about partnership working, dawn to dusk staffing in 'significant' parks, and developing proper vision and management for our green spaces. Now that we have established this Parkforce principle we need to fight for adequate resources to implement and run it properly in all Haringey parks.

There has been some confusion over the extra 'parkforce stewards' being separately managed from the regular staff. We believe it is important that they all work together as part of one team. 


6. Any other business

Sustainable Haringey will be promoting 2 weeks of local green events and activities to coincide with the Copenhagen UN Climate Change conference (Dec 5-18th 2009). All Friends groups are encouraged to organise something in that period - if you do please let Dave know the details.


7. Next Forum meeting:  Sat 7th November, 10am, Bruce Castle museum

