Haringey Friends of Parks Forum
- for all Friends groups for open, green spaces in Haringey


Next meeting for all Friends Groups 
- including a special discussion about budget pressures
Saturday September 4th, 10am
Bruce Castle Museum, Lordship Lane, N17


Minutes of general meeting 3rd July 2010 

Present: Adam Coffman (Ducketts Common and Fairland Park), Dave Morris (Lordship Rec) - Chair; Joan Curtis (Downhills Park), Chris Chadwick (Priory Park), Ros Abrams (CREOS) Michael Johns (Queen’s Wood) - note-taker. 
Apologies: David Warren (Parkland Walk), Ceri Williams (Chestnuts Park), Grahame Pearce (Paddock) , Joyce Rosser (Priory Common) , Matt McCabe (Belmont), Sally Billot (Finsbury Park), Paul Crook (Finsbury Park), Julia Cassells (Coldfall), Joanna Christofides (Albert Rec), Luke Berman (BTCV), Paul Ely (London Borough of Haringey), John Morris (London Borough of Haringey

1. Minutes of last meeting para 4 Priory Park - £40 should have been £400; Ducketts Common 6 months should have been 12 months.

2. Matters arising - none.

3. Council Budgets
Joan had written to all Haringey councillors setting out the Forum’s views on how important parks were and concern that the existing level of funding was inadequate so that further cuts would be very damaging and contrary to commitments made before the election. No councillor had replied. John Morris had written commenting that some of the information in the Forum’s letter had been based on misinformation, but had not spelt out what the error was. Joan had replied giving chapter and verse in support of the Forum’s statements and had yet to receive a reply. It was understood that there was a new, additional proposal to cut the proposed £300k capital spending for 2010/11 to £150,000. The previous meeting of the Forum had felt the higher figure was already inadequate. Action Point - all Friends’ Groups to write to their councillors pressing for a reply. Joan would ask Councillor Dogus, the cabinet member for open spaces for a meeting if possible before the cabinet meeting on capital spending on 13 July. We should make it clear that we were not seeking to blame the council but to work with them in partnership to combat cuts imposed by the government.

Joan’s leaflet on the value of parks had been adopted almost unchanged by the National Federation of Parks and Green Spaces. Joan had also designed another one for them and the Haringey Alliance for Public Services had produced a leaflet against cuts to public services generally. Copies were available for Friends Groups to use on noticeboards and elsewhere.

4. Minibus tour of parks
The day-long tour around Haringey’s green spaces by 15 Friends members had been well organised and was a great success, allowing people to see parks which they did not know and to show the variety of what was going on. It was agreed that we should try to repeat the tour annually. Joan would see if there were any photos which could be circulated. Dave would also check out the possibility of a visit to the Wetlands Centre in October. 

5. Local Reports
Lordship Rec
The final application to the Lottery Fund was now in; the result would be known in September in time for the festival on 11 September. The Council’s Make a Change sports day would be integrated into the festival. The Friends had made a successful application for a Green Pennant for the Lordship Woodlands, which they manage. 

Downhills Park
The café building had now been installed. They were still working on the possibility of weekend opening. Art at the Park would be held on 18 July.

Crouch End Open Spaces
Tensions were arising with the North Middlesex Cricket club over noise and development. It was hard to get strong local involvement; Dave suggested that BCTV should be invited to organise some activities there. There was a new Orchard Meadow project in the space behind the Hornsey Health Centre which was being regenerated by local people and creating a lot of interest.

Queen’s Wood
The Friends tenth anniversary party had gone off successfully. There had been a lot of local controversy about the application from the Lodge for a license; the Friends had argued for the planned hours to be scaled back rather than refused altogether as a responsibly used licence could be an asset to Wood users and this scaled back version had been approved by the Council. Politely worded no cycling notices had been put up by the Friends, so far without generating complaint. The new Frog Pool was delayed but work was in hand.

Priory Park
The Fun Run and festival had attracted huge attendance of over 10,000 people. 
The new fencing was complete on the children's playground incorporating an expanded area for picnics. A meeting had been held with Ian Holt of the council who had given advice for improving the wildflower meadow area. Priory Park had made an application to be upgraded to Metropolitan Open Land as part of the LDF consultation process

Ducketts Common
The Haringey Green Fair on June 12th was excellent - turnout was around 4,000 and the Ducketts Friends had an informative stall. The Friends group was now strong and active and had helped develop a good vision for the common. A play area was being constructed with an outdoor gym and the basketball court was being refurbished. There was still an issue over whether Mannings Fair would return this year; the Friends had argued against, because of the continuing controversy over a child’s death. 

Fairland Park
After over 2 years of effort by the Friends, the improvements to the park are now complete This would be formally opened on 18 July with a party. It was being judged for a Green Flag. There would be a tennis programme in August. There would be an open air film on 24 September, funded by the Small Grants Scheme.

Chestnuts
A 10 year campaign to get a zebra crossing by the park entrance on Black Boy Lane looked likely to come to fruition, subject to funding being found.

Finsbury Park
The Friends group have been active since 1986 and seen their park transformed. However, there are new issues. A recent proposal from local community group, Transition Finsbury Park, is to set up a tree nursery in the disused greenhouses to encourage local tree species, especially fruit trees. The council has proposed to set up a 5 a side football centre. The Friends oppose this: they support sports in general, but the plan is to use a tarmac area used currently for a variety of different uses, displacing the present users (such as netball players). There would be extensive carparking and a bar which were inappropriate. It was agreed that if the Finsbury Park Friends put in representations in the consultations, the Forum would support them.

6. BTCV
BTCV were now circulating a monthly bulletin to the Forum newsgroup, which was very useful.

7. Planning issues
In the end it had not been possible to put a Forum representation into the consultations on the Local Development Framework, but the Federation of Residents’ Associations had done so, including representations on open spaces. They had suggested an additional section on upgrading of open spaces to a higher level of protection. They also proposed that every substantial development should include community and open space provision. It was very unsatisfactory that when large developments were going on in Haringey Heartlands and around the Spurs ground, no open spaces were proposed although these areas of the borough were very short of open space at present.

8. Small Grants Scheme for Green Spaces
It was understood that this had not been well subscribed maybe due to having a deadline for the first time.

9. Events
The Springwatch biodiversity fair and the Green Fair had both been well attended. There had been a joint Friends Forum/Federation of Residents’ Associations stall at both events (a big thanks to all who helped!). Dave had given a talk at the Springwatch event about the role of Friends’ groups.

10. Bye-laws
The Council had not provided any information on what was happening about the idea of amending local and national bye-laws for parks.

11. Any other business 
Green Flags/Green Pennants
The results would be announced at the end of July. It was important that Haringey did not leave parks without Green Flags out of new initiatives and funding.

Community Buildings
The Council was holding a meeting on 14 July at 1.00 on the future of community buildings and the possibility of transferring unused council buildings to community groups. It would be helpful if some Friends groups could attend places could be booked on 020 8880 4079.

Love Parks Week
Green Space was publicising Love Parks week, 24th July to 1 August, which was an occasion for Friends’ groups to undertake activities to publicise the importance of open spaces and the need for resources. This year the National Federation of Parks & Green Spaces (of which Dave is Vice Chair) is encouraging as many groups as possible to take part. We agreed that the Haringey Forum should issue our own press release - please let us know if you are organising any events in that week.

12. Date of next meeting
Saturday 4 September at 10.00 at Bruce Castle.


