Empty property repair grant

If you have an empty property in Haringey that needs repairs before you can let it, you may be eligible for an empty property repair grant from Haringey Council. There are a limited number of grants available and suitable properties may be prioritised. Grants are given on a discretionary basis.

Who qualifies for an empty property repair grant?

You must own the freehold or leasehold of the property, or be responsible under the terms of a lease for repairing the property.

What types of properties may qualify for an empty property repair grant?

Grants are given to improve houses and flats that cannot be occupied because of disrepair such as dampness, faulty wiring or defective roofs. Grants can also be applied for in relation to conversion of houses into flats or commercial properties which are changed to residential use (such conversions are subject to the necessary planning permissions). 

Are there conditions attached to the grant? 

Yes, there are some:

· the property must have been vacant for at least six months. 

· when the works are completed the property must be let to the council for a minimum of five years with the option to extend to ten years. If the property is sold within 10 years the grant must be repaid on a pro rata basis.

· Works carried out must conform to planning and building control standards 
· the property must meet the Housing Director’s conditions for letting a property
Will improvements such as a new kitchen be considered for a grant?

Improvements such as kitchens, bathrooms and decorations will only be considered if they are included as part of other works that would qualify for a grant. If your repair works are only improvements and do not qualify for a grant then you may wish to consider our “Repair to Let scheme”.

 How much grant will I receive?

You may receive up to 50 per cent of the cost of works and the maximum grant is £25,000. The grant is not means tested and companies as well as individuals can apply.   

Who chooses the builders?

You may choose the builders. - You will have to provide tendered quotes from at least two builders to be eligible for a grant. Haringey Council will wish to confirm the final choice of builder. You must remember not to start the works until you receive written confirmation that the grant application has been approved.

Who supervises the works?

The works would have to be supervised by an Architect or an approved qualified Surveyor. Alternatively, Haringey Council can in some circumstances arrange this for you at a cost of 12% of the works. This would also include drawing up a schedule of works, organising the builders etc.

When is the grant application approved and paid?

The grant application is processed when you return the completed grant application form and all the documents required by the Enforcement Service. The grant will be paid to the builder once the works are completed to the satisfaction of the Grant Officer.

How is the property let to the council? 

After the works are carried out, you must let the property to Haringey Council for at lease five years. We will then let the property to tenants through the Private Sector Leasing Scheme. After five years you can sell or occupy the property yourself but you will have to pay back 50% of the grant. If you lease the property to the Council for further five years (i.e. ten years in total) you will not have to repay any of the grant.

How can I apply for a grant?  

To inquire about a grant and for further advice you can contact the Empty Property Officer on 020 8489 4214. 

