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Thank you to all the parents, carers, staff, governors and local residents who responded to the first stage of our consultation on the proposed expansion of Coleridge Primary School. 

We will now be publishing the Statutory Notice on the proposed expansion in the local newspapers on Wednesday 2nd November 2005. This will start the formal stage of consultation, which continues until Tuesday 13th December 2005.  

This update is to ensure that all who wish to comment have up to date information about:

· the outcome of the consultation process;

· the Council’s reasons for proposing to expand the school; 

· how the statutory representation process works.

We also discuss the main questions raised in the consultation to date.

Your views and comments are greatly appreciated.  If you have any further queries relating to this matter please do not hesitate to contact Corinne Hilton on 020 8489 5019 or corinne.hilton@haringey.gov.uk

What were the results of the consultation?

There were a total of 185 responses. Eighty-two were in favour, 88 were against the proposal and 15 responses were either impartial or made comments about the proposal.  The largest response groups were from local residents followed by parents of children of school age. 

From the additional comments five main themes were dominant about the proposed expansion of Coleridge Primary School.  These were:

· support for the proposal, as the school will be able to meet the demands of the local community for school places; 

· questions over the actual demand for the additional places;

· questions over the size of the expansion;

· questions about the impact on other local schools;

· questions over increases in traffic and noise.

The main concerns expressed are summarised below in a question and answer format.

What was said

A sample of the respondents’ comments: 

“The importance of children being able to walk to school cannot be overestimated.  Commuting long distances is counter productive to the whole community.  A successful and thriving school, with a visionary headmistress deserves the chance to expand, 4 form intake is not too big.  Children are already thriving and will continue to thrive in this environment. An end to the heartache and lottery for school places currently faced by Crouch End parents – HOORAH!”
“I thoroughly support the concept of expanding Coleridge.  It has a great reputation and more school places are needed in the area.  If it is not expanded where are the extra children to go?  It is better to expand an existing excellent school than either a poorly performing one or trying to start a new one”

“I would just like to register my very strong support for the proposed expansion of Coleridge School.  As parents of a young baby, we very much want to stay in Crouch End and would welcome additional school places being made available, particularly at such an excellent school.  We hope the expansion is agreed.”

“I am not happy with this idea.  I think it will be too big and the children will feel lost.  If it does happen the schools should have 2 heads one on each site”
“The proposed changes will ruin everything which is good at Coleridge.  Instead of one effective primary school, we will have one monster of a school.  Clearly operating 2 smaller schools would be a better option”

“Haslemere Road and Waverley road are part of a quiet residential area.  The school proposal will obliterate and ruin the residential amenity.  Congestion, noise, parking will all pose problems.  Many parents do not want a large split site school.  The council doesn’t seem to want two smaller schools opposite each other.  The land would be better used for residential purposes or for a college for adult education.  (extreme opposition to the school being hired out for out of hours events.  Also opposition to hours outside strict education ie 9-3.30 only)”

“I am concerned about the noise, distance, additional traffic and general disturbance these plans would engender.  I am particular concerned that the mature trees on the site be protected and supplemented by others and a hedge barrier on Waverley road.”

“If this project goes ahead I would like to point out that a mere zebra crossing between the sites is inadequate security.  I would expect the council to be at least adding some traffic lights to ensure the children’s safety”

Comments on the questions raised

Is there demand for 60 additional Reception places in the area?

There is already a shortage of primary reception places in the Crouch End and Hornsey area of Haringey. For 2005 entry at local schools, applicants significantly exceeded places available. 

This meant that many disappointed parents had to be offered places at alternative schools that were some distance away from where they lived.
For 2005 entry Coleridge received 235 applications for places, of which 115 were first preferences. Fifty-eight first preference applications were offered places at the school along with one second and one third preference. Eighty-seven applicants did not receive a place at either Coleridge or one of their higher preferences.

In 2002 there was a large number of births in the west of the borough.   This means there will be extra demand upon all the schools in the area in 2006.  Population projections show a continuing upward trend. 

The size of the expanded school 

The authority considers that:
· The school is popular, successful, well-governed and led.   Suited to take on the challenge of additional children.

· The larger budget associated with four-form entry would allow for a more flexible approach to teaching including more specialist teachers and equipment.

· Construction of the TUC site and the refurbishment of the existing accommodation would ensure the Council meets its statutory requirements in relation to the Disability Discrimination Act 2004. This includes addressing issues of both accessibility and special educational needs of children with a disability and of accessibility for adults for community use.
· No adverse educational impact is anticipated on pupil achievement as a result of this proposal. The headteacher and governors of Coleridge have visited other successful 4fe schools in London.  Generally, when we compare schools with similar intakes, the size of the school has no detrimental impact on standards of achievement. The determining factor is the leadership of the school and structures within it.  There is no published research that shows children do better in smaller schools than larger schools.

The impact on other local schools

There will be some impact on local schools.  However, we expect most to remain full, as the number of places will still not exceed the number of local applicants.  Historically, most applications received in this area list their three preferences from a small set of local schools.  With the expansion, sixty more will get one of their preferences; to date, many have not. 

Impact on traffic and local environment 

Generally we have concerns regarding the increasing use of cars to take and pick up children from school and the safety fears that parents have with children walking or cycling.  As part of the Coleridge scheme proposals, a traffic study is being undertaken to ascertain the journeys and methods being used in getting all children and staff to and from the school. This will inform the development of a “green” school travel plan which will include proposals for a safe travel route, decrease in car use, improved management of school deliveries, reduction in congestion and parking disruption – with  associated health benefits. 




Taking the proposals forward

A working party consisting of the Headteacher, school governors, staff, parents and the council has been established to develop the proposals.  As they develop, they will be displayed for discussion and consultation purposes in the school, prior to submission of a formal Planning Application. Local residents, ward councillors and other interested parties will be kept advised and will be welcomed to view and comment on proposals as they develop.
What happens next?
The council has considered the views of the respondents, and balanced it with the need to increase the supply of school places in the area.  

The council has decided to go ahead with the publication of the Statutory Notice.  

The Statutory Notices will be published on Wednesday 2nd November 2005.  Statutory Notices will be published outside the school gates and in the local free papers. 

This will start the formal consultation process and will last for six weeks. This process will end on Tuesday 13th December 2005.  All interested parties are invited to write in and make their views known to the Director of Children’s Service.  48 Station Road Wood Green London.  N22 7TY (Att: Q&D /CH/IB) by this date.

Any representation received will be passed onto the School Organisation Committee (SOC).  If there are objections, this independent committee will make the decision. If the SOC cannot decide unanimously, than the SOC can ask the Schools adjudicator to make the decision. 

If you have any further queries relating to this matter please do not hesitate to Corinne Hilton on 020 8489 5019 or e-mail: corinne.hilton@haringey.gov.uk
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