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Haringey Council’s planning committee is currently 
looking at the Building Schools for the Future (BSF) 
design plans for Highgate Wood School. The plans 
for the school will improve learning and teaching to 
the benefit of all students.  
 
Patrick Cozier, Headteacher at Highgate Wood 
School, is enthusiastic about what these 
improvements will mean for the school. Mr Cozier 
said “This project will allow us to significantly 
enhance the learning experience of our students by 
providing them with excellent new facilities.”  
 
The planning committee will be deciding whether to 
approve the following plans: 
 
• A new two-storey extension to the hall and gym 

block that will face the playing fields. There will 
be a new Learning Resource Centre on the 
ground floor and four new classrooms on the 
first floor. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• A new Information and Communications 

Technology (ICT)-rich study and resource 
facility for post-16 students and staff. 

• A new media area with studio room for 
technical support of events in the hall on the 
mezzanine between the hall and dining area. 

• Three new vocational classrooms from the 
space currently used for the library. 

• Additional special educational needs and 
learning support facilities will be located around 
the school. 

• An expanded and improved dining hall that will 
be more suitable for the school’s needs and will 
ease congestion. 

• Improvements to the stage and technical 
facilities in the hall that will enhance events and 
performances. 

• A new purpose-built outdoor stage. 
 
The planning application can be viewed on 
www.planningservices.haringey.gov.uk by entering 
the reference, HGY/2008/1392. The planning 
committee is expected to decide whether to 
approve the plans in September. 

School waits for approval of exciting, new designs  

Artist’s 
impression: 
extension for the 
Learning 
Resource Centre. 





 

 

 
Opportunities for the local community 
As a community school, the designs have a specific 
focus of making sure that the local community can 
benefit from the facilities on their doorstep. The 
school has a specialist status as an Arts College 
and the designs aim to promote areas of the arts to 
both students and the local community.  
 
The performance hall, study centre, Learning 
Resource Centre and canteen have all been 
designed so that they can be accessed externally 
when the rest of the school building is closed at 
various times of the year. 
 
It is not only the immediate local community who 
will benefit from these designs but also parents, 
local businesses, partnerships with local 
community groups and links with primary schools. 
 

Artist’s impression of the new purpose built outdoor stage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Students’ thoughts on the new Learning 
Resource Centre  
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It will increase the opportunities for 
studying and encourage background 
reading. It will hopefully be a sociable 
place where students can study 
together. It will increase the success 
of the way people think about 
learning and the learning community 
in the school. 

Imogen Ransley Buxton, Year 12

It will make revising easier because 
there will be a quiet place. All the 
resources will be in one place which 
makes it easier. It will be big and 
spacious so not a distracting space. 
It will be somewhere that everyone 
can work together and get help from 
teachers. 

Joanna Clarke, Year 7 

Currently the library is underused; 
the new resource centre will 
provide more computers and 
better access to books. This will 
mean that the centre is used more 
and people will want to use the 
library for homework because the 
resources will be of a high quality. 

Jack Tully, Year 8 

 
Focus on: 
External appearance of the school 
The existing school buildings were built during 
different decades and as a result they all look 
very different. 
 
The new extension for the Learning Resource 
Centre and classrooms will look similar to the 
Drum, which is the most recent new addition 
to the site. This will help to give the buildings 
an overall similar appearance instead of 
having another building which looks different. 
 
Outside, a new open air stage will be created 
and the surrounding areas will be landscaped 
to fit in with the central area as a whole. 
 


