
Black History Month is in honor of the past achievements and ongoing contributions African Americans and people of African descent have accomplished. 

African-American, Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson created this event. Born from parents who were ex-slaves and could not read or write he saw his solution to attend school. The turning point of his life was when none of his courses taught the history of Black Americans. 

He saw a dream to search for the true history of people of African descent. While attending Harvard University, he established the Association for the Study of African Life and History in February 1926. He created "Negro History Week" as a way to gain and spread knowledge about black people around the world. 

He dropped out of college and devoted his entire life to the study of the African experience. His work with other white scholars helped to correct the racially imbalance and ignorance of Black History.

Today, as a national and international observance, the History Week has expanded for an entire month. This has created a stronger importance in stressing the history, the culture, and the 

dreams of the Black community.

October was first designated as Black History Month in the United Kingdom during 1987 by the former London Strategic Policy Unit, as part of its celebration of African Jubilee Year 1987-88. The decision to make this an annual event was endorsed by the then Association of London Authorities and over the next decade Black History Month became a regular feature of celebrations within the cultural calendars of all London boroughs and several Metropolitan and City Councils around the country.

Today almost every region of the UK celebrates Black History Month and libraries, museums, galleries, archives and other public venues put on events to highlight the longevity of the Black and Asian presence in the UK and celebrate the nation's diverse cultural heritage. There is probably no single way to measure the extent of the black contributions to our national culture – to our sciences, arts, literature, sports, politics and economy.  

List of recognised leaders in their chosen fields.  Such as: 

African-Americans:

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar (one of three all time greatest basketball players), 

Muhammad Ali (greatest boxers), 

Maya Angelou (poet, writer, performer and educator), 

Chuck Berry (Singer, guitarist and songwriter), 

Blanche Kelso Bruce (first African-American to serve a full term in U.S. senate), 

Nat “King” Cole (jazz pianist), 

Althea Gibson (dominant female tennis player in the world), 

Michael Jeffery Jordan (leader in the National Basketball Association), 

Jackie Joyner-Kersee (worlds greatest female athlete), 

Martin Luther, Jr. King (influential leader in civil rights), 

Diana Ross (lead singer of The Supremes), 

Denzel Washington (most successful African-American actor) 

Virginia Hamilton (author).

British: 

Frank Bruno (is one of Britain's best-loved sportsmen),

Vall McCalla (Founder of Europe's largest ever black newspaper ‘The Voice’ also founded

 ‘Black Britain’ and ‘The Weekly Journal’),

Diane Abbott (Britain's first Black woman MP), 

Victor Adebowale (a Life Peer in the United Kingdom's House of Lords),

John Alcindor (was a physician who was instrumental in the formation of the African Progress

    Union),

Ira Aldridge (Was a very famous Black Actor of the 19th Century),

Valerie Ann Amos, Baroness Amos (British Labour Party politician and life peer)
Viv Anderson (The first black player to play for the England Football Team),
John Richard Archer (Britain’s first black Mayor),

Francis Barber (was a servant and companion to the writer Samuel Johnson),
Shirley Bassey (was born in Cardiff in 1937.One of Britain’s premiere entertainers),
Norman Beaton (was a teacher turned actor. He will be best remembered for his role in the hit 

      T.V show 'Desmonds'),

Floella Benjamin (is best known to a generation as the presenter of the BBC's pre-school 

        Children’s programme Play School), 

John Blanke (an African trumpeter, was a regular musician at the courts of both Henry VII and

  Henry VIII),

Paul Boateng (was appointed as a cabinet minister on 29 May 2002 and he was the first Black 

   Cabinet minister - 110 years after the first Black MP was elected),

Linford Christie (retired in 1997 as Britain's greatest ever athlete),
Sarah Forbes-Bonetta (was an African Princess saved from Tribal war in Africa by an English

       Sea Captain. She was Brought to England and grew up under the 

       guidance of Queen Victoria),

Bernie Grant (was Britain’s foremost black spokesman, a champion of social and racial justice, 

and a pioneer for diversity. His early death in April 2000 was much mourned throughout the black Diaspora),
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Want to know more? Then click on the following links:
"Black History, Lost, Stolen or Strayed" 
Transcript of Black History Month keynote lecture delivered by Emeagwali. Part 1 was delivered at Arizona State University West, Phoenix, on February 17, 2003. 

http://www.readblackhistory.com/ 
North Star Journal: "The North Star Journal provides black history articles by e-mail. The articles are about people, places, and events in Africa, Canada, the Caribbean, and United States." 

Black British Experience: 

http://www.movinghere.org.uk/galleries/histories/caribbean/caribbean.htm
Moving Here: "Moving Here is the biggest database of digitised photographs, maps, objects, documents and audio items from 30 local and national archives, museums and libraries which record migration experiences of the last 200 years."

http://www.touruk.co.uk/london_museums/black_cultural1.htm
Black Cultural Archives and Museum: Housed in the centre of Brixton, the Black Cultural Archives records the history of London's black community. Since the 1980's the Archives have one of the largest collections of historical artifacts and 

items relating to the black presence in Britain. Its material details the history of black people in Europe from 208 AD to the 1890s and in Britain from 1900 to today.

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/blackhistory.bcc 
Black History in Birmingham Libraries

http://www.mod.uk/wewerethere/
We Were There: "...far fewer of us know about the contribution made by military and civilian personnel from other parts of the British Empire and Commonwealth; particularly those from Africa, the Indian sub-continent, the rest of Asia (including Hong Kong) and the West Indies. The men and women from these countries served in theatres of war throughout the world, many in the front-line, working as infantrymen, pilots and seamen. Others worked in the essential support services, such as medicine, logistics, transport and labour."

Memorial Gates: We Also Served
"Many books, TV programmes and films tell the story of the part played by British soldiers, sailors and airmen in the First and Second World Wars. But few people in Britain realise the enormous contribution made in both wars by men and women from the Indian sub-continent, Africa and the Caribbean. Their part in these wars is often forgotten – it is almost as if the sacrifices they made have been wiped out of history. Use this website to find out about the stories of some of these veterans, and some facts and figures about their contribution. Investigate the memorial built in London to help us remember them, or some resources if you want to find out more."

http://www.bigginupblackhistory.com/
Biggin' Up Black History DVD: "RESPECT - Biggin' Up Black History is an exciting DVD film tribute to those who came over from the Commonwealth to serve in World WarII and help rebuild Britain in the following years. Featuring Croydon teenagers and WWII Vets, RESPECT is filmed by former MTV producers who took to the streets mixing rap, music and vox pops to make history relevant to today's audience."

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/blackhistory/index.htm
Black Presence: The National Archive online exhibition covers Black and Asian history in Britain from 1500 to 1850. "People of African and Asian origin have lived in Britain for at least two millennia. They arrived here many hundreds of years before the massive forced migrations sparked by the slave trade and the British colonisation of India. And by the time the SS Windrush arrived in 1948, famously carrying the first post-war arrivals from the Caribbean, Britain had a firmly established Black and Asian population."

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/society_culture/multicultural/windrush_01.shtml
Windrush - the Passengers by Mike Phillips: "For the Windrush passengers who made their life in Britain, the journey to Tilbury was just the beginning..." BBC site on The Empire Windrush's voyage carrying passengers from the Caribbean to Britain in 1948, and its historical heritage.

http://www.casbah.ac.uk/index.html
CASBAH: "A pilot web site for research resources relating to Caribbean Studies and the history of Black and Asian peoples in the UK. The database contains information from a UK-wide sample of relevant archive, printed and audio-visual resources held in academic, public and special libraries and repositories." 

http://www.mdx.ac.uk/www/runnymedecollection/
Runnymede Collection at Middlesex University: A collection of resource material relating to the history of race relations in the UK between 1968 and 2000. 

http://www.mckenziehpa.com/bv/before.html
Before the Black Victorians: "The first mention of a Black African in Britain in the historical record is at a Roman military settlement at Carlisle, in ca. 210 AD. Shortly after, in the years 253-58 AD, Hadrian's Wall on the Empire's northern frontier was guarded by a division raised in North Africa...."
AND


http://www.mckenziehpa.com/bv/
The Black Victorians: Black lives in Victorian Britain.

http://www.blacknetworkinggroup.co.uk/history_index.htm
Black History in the South West: A new site in development that includes links to pieces on Joseph Emidy, an African in Cornwall & Local Black History in Devon.

http://www.bhac.org/
Butetown History & Arts Centre: "Butetown History & Arts Centre collects, preserves and presents the lived history of old Cardiff Bay. The exhibits, books and other materials that we produce draw on the photographs, documents and memories of local people, including the historic African Caribbean community." (Italic for our addition)

For more information please read Black History Month: People Who Made History.
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